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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


ISRAELI EFFORTS TO CULTIVATE AFRICAN FRIENDS REPORTED 


Decade of Diplomatic Isolation 


London AFRICA NOW in English Oct 83 pp 35-37 


[Article by Erwin Hirschmann] 


[Text] After 10 years of almost total diplomatic 
isolation, Israel is now in a strong position 
to re-establish of the connections in 
Black Africa whi he to after the 

progress has 

already made: within the last 18 
months, Zaire, Liberia and, most recently, 
the Central African Republic have agreed 
to exchange ambassadors with Israel. 

_Among those likely to follow the trend are 

“a Coast and Gabon. 

This resumption of diplomatic ties with 
Jerusalem has made the headlines — 
‘Israel returns to Africa’ is the phrase 
commonly used. In fact, this is inaccurate 
for Israel never left, even though most 
African countries did sever relations after 
the 1973 Middle East war. 

When the diplomats had to return from 
Africa to Jerusalem, most of the experts 
stayed behind. Almost unnoticed by the 
world, they continued with their 
programmes. . ‘ 

in the years following 1973, Israeli 

involvement increased at the same fate as 

Arab countries fell short on delivering the 

aid they had promised to Africa in return 

for support against Israel. The fact that 

African countries suffered from Arab oil 

price rises strongly contributed to a more 

ana more fri response to Israel's 
advances. 

‘If it weren't for the policies of Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin, we could have 
relations with most of the African countries 
south of the Sahara,’’ says an official of the 
Labour Party, Israel's official 
Parliamentary opposition. He points out, 
that after the peace treaty with Egypt, Israel 
no longer occupies African soil and 
therefore the official reason for the 


severence of relations back in 1973 is no 


longer valid. 

Government officials in Jerusalem 
disagree. They say that Israel no lon 
wants relations at all costs but would rather 
go about the whole issue selectively. Key 
countries are identified and development 
assistance is concentrated rather than 
distributed indiscriminately. 

This is a substantial change in approach. 
in the past, especially during the era of the 
late Prime Minister Golda Meir, Jerusalem 
had two goals in Africa and both derived 
from the country’s own experience. The 
first goal was {0 outmanoeuvre Arab 
countries. 


The other reason was a humanistic 
approach. Israel, a country that took in 
immigrants from all over the world, some 
of them illiterate and undereducated, had in 
the early years of her existence developed 
techniques for using its Own resources to 
the maximum in order to feed a growing 
population. Africa, it was feit in Jerusalem, 
was about to encounter the same basic 
problems that Israel ran into and it was 
therefore only natural for the Jewish state 
to share knowledge with the developing 
world. This policy was spelled ou: clearly by 
Golda Meir when she told the United 
Nations in 1960: ‘‘We will never be really 
free as long as our children need to be fed 
by others.”’ 

Along with this approach went the 
complete rejection of South African 


policies, despite fears that the Jewish 
community in that country could eventually 
have to bear the consequences, especially 
since the government in Jerusalem openly 
supported liberation movements such as the 
South African Pan-Africanist Congress. 














When African countries then broke off 
relations, the policy approach in Jerusalem 
changed substantially. Most Israelis felt at 
the time that their African friends had sold 
them out to Arab money. It was not just the 
right wing who advocated a substantial 
change of direction. Indeed, it was still a 
Labour government in power at the time, 
The most profitable but probably the most 
sinister chapter in Israel-African relations 
began. Despite strong opposition, 
especially in Israel's dominant trade-union 
movement, the Histadrut, the government 
be to co-operate militarily with South 
Africa and to use that country’s financial 
and economic resources to ease the burden 
on the Israeli taxpayer for the huge arms 
industry. 

This co-operation culminated in the sale 
of Reshef gunboats armed with Gavriel 
missiles — equal to the fire-power of a 
Second World War battleship. Three boats 
were sold to South Africa at a price that 
was never disclosed but apparently 
exorbitant — despite the ban on arms sales 
to South Africa issued by the UN General 
Assembly. 

Much to the dismay of the opposition, it 
was easy for the government to counter 
Criticism since it had been established for 
some time that Western countries such as 
France, Britain, Canada and West 
Germany exported military know-how to 
South Africa. Pretoria was even able to 
develop a highly sophisticated howitzer, 
able to hit targets well beyond the reach of 
similar NATO equipment and also suitable 


for nuclear warheads. 

Whenever Israel is accused of providing 
the know-how for developing this nuclear 
ammunition, Jerusalem shrugs off such 
suggestions and says that it was France 
which helped to build the South African 
nuclear power plant and to equip the air 
force, which is believed to be able to carry 
nuclear bombs, While Israel is criticised for 
its alleged but never confirmed nuclear co- 
operation with South Africa, France openly 
aids Pretoria. The Western countries foil all 
attempts to cut Pretoria off from the know- 
how of the Vienna atomic energy 
commission, of which South Africa is a 
founding member. 

The other important aspect of Israel's 
relations with South Africa is the position 
of the Jewish community in that country. 
Before the 70% the situation was tense. 
Prominent leaders of the ruling White 
minority had backed the German Nazis in 
the Second World War. In the post-war 
years open anti-semitism troubled the 
Jewish community and caused Jews to leave 
the country in great numbers, 

When co-operation grew closer, anti 
semitism was pushed more and more into 
the background and South African Jews 
were allowed by the government in Pretoria 
to support Jewish organisations im Israel 


financially with as much as $20m a4 year 
According to Julius Weinstein, chairman of 
the South African Zionist Federation, the 
per capita contribution of Jews from that 
country to Israel exceeds the amount 
American Jews donate. 

These funds also allowed South African 
Jews to leave and resettle in Israel. In some 
years more than 2,000 went on Aliyah, the 
Hebrew word for immigration to Israel, 

Despite all these considerations opposi- 
tion in Israel to the relationship with South 
Africa has never died out. Prominent 
members of the trade-union movement 
used to push within the Labour Party for 
ties (0 be cut if Begin were ousted. The 
kibbutz movement, Israel's unique 
communal form of living, is the strongesi 
driving force behind those moves, since 
Maintaining ties with Pretoria is against 
everything the socialist ‘‘kibbutzniks”’ 
stand for, 

Along with a large segment of the trade 
union movement, these Israelis argue that 
in the long run Africa could prove much 
more important to the existence of Israel 
than a short-term relationship with 
Pretoria, They point out that some 10,000 
Israelis today work and live in Black Africa, 
4,000 of them in ye Israeli exports to 
Black Africa in 1981 totalled more than 
$125m — to South Africa they were $98m. 

Leading the African market for Israeli 
products is Nigeria with a total intake of 
$62m in 1981. ya follows with $10.1m. 
Many of the products which go to Africa 
are aimed at improving infrastructure. 
Recently the trade construction company, 
Solel Boneh, won an order from Nigeria 
worth $600m for the improvement and 
construction of roads. 

in most of Black Africa today, Israeli 
agricultural experts are at work training the 
local farming community to produce more 
than a family needs in order to provide for a 


medium-term agricultural surplus. Most of 
these experts come from the kibbutz 
movement and are therefore not in Africa 
for personal gain, since a member of a 
kibbutz always gets the same salary — 
wherever he mav be, in Africa or back 


The other main export is arms, necessary 
for Israel to maintain its costly arms 
industry. Prominent new customers for 
military hardware in Africa in the past few 
months have been Zaire and Ethiopia. The 
sales to Ethiopia were intended to 
strengthen the central government and keep 
the pro-Arab rebels in Eritrea at bay, as 
well as creating a favourable climate for the 


Sasashas, the Jews of Ethiopia. 

The situation in Zaire is more complex. 
In Israel, President Mobutu Sese Seko is 
openly described by the left as a ‘‘brutal 
dictator.’’ The ernment maintains, 
however, that he should be rewarded for his 





ty of in re-establishing ties with Israel. 
But 1 is only part of the story. Meny 
observers feel that it was no coincidence 
that a verbal public battle between Kinshasa 
and Washington took place after former 


Israeli Defence Minister Ariei Sharon had 
visited Zaire. The Us had a keen interest in 
Issaeli involvement in a country bordering 
Angola and located in a strategic position in 
the heart of Africa @ 


Increasing Arms Trade 


[Text] The Memorandum of Understanding 


signed in November 1981 by Israel and the 
United States is specifically aimed at 
Africa. The provisions enable African 
countries to purchase Israeli arms which 
will be paid for out of American military 
aid quotas. This gives financial support and 
future markets for the Israeli arms industry, 
while giving the Reagan administration a 
mechanism for bypassing Congressional 
objections to military support for certain 
regimes. 

Mili sales are a key component of the 
Israeli diplomatic offensive in Africa, 
which has been under way since the middle 
of 1981. The first indications came with a 
series of secret visits to African capitals by 
senior officials from the Israeli Foreign 
Ministry, after which the then Foreign 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir heid consultations 
with the Foreign Ministers of the countries 
concerned at the UN General Assembly that 
autumn. 

Israel's annexation of the Golan Heights 
in December 1981 led to the suspension of 
the Memorandum of Understanding, but it 
was reinstated on May 17, 1983, as part of 
the agreement for the partial withdrawal of 
Israeli tr from Lebanon. 

The 1973 Middle East war brought 
radical changes to Israel’s politico-military 
posture, its defence planners appreciated 
that their armed forces had been dependent 
on resupply from the US to sustain their 
battle effort which, in turn, limited Israeli 
political military manoeuvrability against 
US pressure. Israel was thus forced to make 
unwelcome concessions in peace talks 
which brought the war to an end. In 
addition, Egypt had recently moved away 
from the Soviet bloc and come into 
receipt of substantial military aid and 
political support from the us. This raised 
the possibility that the us Government 
might at some point switch to Egypt as its 
ger" proxy. 

In 1973 the Israeli economy was entirely 
dependent on American subsidies. Imports 
of military equipment alone exceeded 
israel’s total exports. The government 
decided that the most promising solution to 
both the economic and political problems 
was to further develop the local armaments 
industry, not only to satisfy the demands of 


London AFRICA NOW in English Oct 83 pp 37, 38, 40 


the indigenous defence force, but also to 
become a major exporter. Investment in the 
defence industry had already sharply 
accelerated after 1967 when France, one of 
issael’s major arms suppliers, imposed an 
arms embargo after the 1967 war. By 1973, 
military production had reached $500m per 
annum up from $80m in 1966. 

The major Israeli arms corporation — 
Israel Aircraft Industries (iat), the 
country’s largest company, and Israel 
Military Industries (ims) — were able to 
attract American and yo invest- 
ment, through low wages ernment 
tax incentives, and then licence 
and, later, co-production agreements with 
parent companies. imi, for example, holds 
production licences from F. N. Herstal of 
Belgium and the Dutch company N. W. M. 
Kruithorn for Uzi sub-machine guns and 
Galil automatic rifles respectively. 
Crucially, Israel is able to produce weapons 
similas in performance to those of Western 


ti is, however, a problem: while 
there has been the recent growth of Third 
pa = manufacturers (for instance, 
’ gentine, Singapore}, ally, 
belonging of he o 


been cornered by the superpowers ana heir 

allies who use a credit/grant system to sell 

weapons and this is generally the only way 
developing 


| countries can 
obtain arms. 

The Israelis have, therefore, concentrated 

their sales efforts on those countries which, 


itical reasons. The largest of 
these is South Africa, the subject 
of a mandatory United Nations arms 
rw ay Operation since 1978. Israel 
and h Africa have enjoyed good 
bilateral relations for many years — 
essentially a product of common inter- 
| isolation and strong anti- 
communism. Together with Taiwan and 











various Latin American dictatorships, they 
are often referred to as ‘The Outlaws. 
Club.”’ 

israel has traded in arms with South 
Africa since at least 1971, when the South 
Africans received a licence to build Uzi sub- 
machine guns. Since then, South Africa has 
taken delivery of Gabriel missiles, Reshev 
and Dvora patrol boats and Aliya missile- 
carrying vessels. It has also bought several 
of 1at’s Kfir fighter-bombers and is partly 
financing development of tai’s latest 
production, the Lavi fighter-bomber. 

The two countries are also collaborat 
on nuclear projects combining Israeli 
know-how with South African raw 
materials: a nucsear shell has been 
developed for use in a South African-made 
howitzer. Israeli technicians have been 
working since 1981 on the construction of 
South Africa’s first nuclear submarine. A 
trilateral project with Taiwan for the 
development of Cruise missiles has also 
been reported. Israel is also providing 
assistance to the Ciskei ‘‘homeland.’’ 
Details released by Ciskei authorities after a 
visit by President Lennox Sebe to Israel, in 
March this year, specified the provision of 
Israeli weapons and training teams for the 
army, intelligence services, police and 
planned air force. 

The opportunity provided by President 
Carter’s ban on arms sales to the Somoza 
dictatorship in Nicagagua was immediately 
taken up by the Israelis who, from 1976 to 
the Sandanistas’ victory in 1973, ong 
98% of Nicaragua’s military purc , 
Israel has firmly established itself in Central 
America — has supplied 25 Arava 
aircraft to El Salvador as well as providing 
counter-insurgency training teams to the 
army and has enabled t 
Government to circumvent the us 
government’s arms ban imposed because of 
the former’s appalling human rights record. 

The Nicaraguan revolution and the 
advent of the Reagan administration, which 
is More prepared to assist Latin American 
dictatorships, could have made life difficuk 
for the Israeli arms indusiry. However, in 
November 1981, the Us administration 
signed the Memorandum of Understanding 
with Israel which with its unique provisions 
encourages the export of Israeli arms. 
Under its terms the us Government agreed 
to buy $200m-worth of Israeli-built equip- 
ment, to allow Israel to spend $190m of its 
Us military purchase credits on home- 
produced weaponry, and finally to allow 
third countries to a pr ion of 
their US military credits on Israeli armoury. 

Current Israeli strategic thinking 
considers that there is a major potential 
Communist threat in Africa. This idea was 
outlined by the former Defence Minister, 
Ariel Sharon, in a paper entitled ‘‘Israel’s 
Strategic Problemc in the 1980s.’’ Sharon is 
credited with teing one of the chief 


architects of israel’s new African policy. 
Another is David Kimche, a long-term 


MOSSAD operative who much of his 
career in k Africa. K has recently 
been appointed director of the Israeli 
Fore’ ~1 Ministry and is ex to bring an 


African tilt to Israel’s future diplomatic 


activity. 

In Novemiber 1981, Sharon made a series 
of secret visits to African capitals 
accompanied by Aryeh Ganger, an Israeli- 
American who is in charge of Israel’s 
defence exports. Among the countries 
visited was ¢, where arrangements were 

fo A ees ela 
' The following May, as the first company 
went into service, Mobutu, who had 
himself received his parachute wings in 
israel, announced the restoration of 
diplomatic relations with Israel. Arab aid, 
valued at $350m was halted immediately 
but the move attracted little criticism in 
Africa. Israel has, in the words of Radio 
israel, since become the ‘‘No. | prop for 
the Zairois army.”’ A four-day vi 
Sharon in January of this year ended wit 
agreements on the training of Zairois forces 
province Israelis and the 


FB... f the P ial Br 
ex of the Presidenti igade from 
500 to" 7,800 under Israeli supervision. 


A Times correspondent recently in Angola 


weapons which docked in the Zairean port 
ee mee ant ane Be SOY 0 the 
ean ith South Africa on one 
and an Israeli presence on the other, 
I agp enone pap my 

alarm: suspected it may 

forced to reach a settlement with UNITA. 
The stiffening of Zaire’s army has 
already had an effect on another 
. Early in July this year, a 
contingent of élite paracommandos, 
believed to number several thousand, 
government troops in Chad in the 
fight Libyan-backed rebels. Israel 
makes frequent use of the ‘‘Libya card”’ in 
its negotiations and discussions with 

















African states, Liberia's President Samuel 
Doe, for somewhat obscure reasons, is 


concerned by the possibility of Libyan- 
sponsored subversion. A 2i-gun salute 
eeted Doe on his arrival in Israel for a 


our-day state visit in August: he was the 
7 Black African leader to visit Israel for 
12 years. 

’s fears of Libya apparently arose 
after the expulsion from the ruling National 
Redemption Council of four members 
including the Foreign Minister H. Boima 
Fahnbulleh. He now alleges that all four are 
supporters of Colonel Gadaffi, although 
there are considerable doubts about their 
pru-Libyan credentials. How. ver spurious, 
the Israelis are certain to exploit Doe's 
concern. Ar orchestrated series of leaks 
from the Israeli Foreign Ministry explained 
that Doe had asked for and received 
intelligence data on Libyan activities in 
West Africa. The Times concluded that 
‘the provision of access to intelligence 
material on Libyan activities ir, Africa 
gathored by MOSSAD .. . . has emerged as the 
srong card in the Begin government 


attempt to resume di ic ties with 
Black Africa.”’ In exc for this, the 
Foreign Ministry hinted, Liberia would be 


asked to resume diplomatic relations. The 
very fact that these details emerged from 
the For Ministry must cast doubi on 
their credibility, Moreover, the Ministry 
was silent on the possibility of an arms 

eement and it is probable that Doe, like 

obutc, will want to spend some of 
Liberia's military credits from the Us ($7m 
in 1982) on Iscaeli weapons and military 
skills, He expressed great interest in ‘Ai 
products during his August visit. 

Doe believes that Ghana will be the bave 
for Libya’s alleged malfeasance. The 
Ghanaian Government, in its turn, has 
accused Liberia of providing facilities for a 
joint CiA-MOSSAD operation to overthrow it 
last April. Rawlings has reason to be 
concerned about elements of the Ghanaian 
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it 


intelligence service, which was one of the 
few in Africa to keep close relations with 
MOSSAD throughout the period of Israel's 
diplomatic isolation. 

Another intelligence service on good 
terms with the Israelis is the Kenyan. The 
Israelis have high hopes of establishing 
diplomatic relations there also. An Israeli 
team is currently ir the country training the 
elite ‘‘Red Devils’ squadron of the para- 
military General Service Unit. A setback 
occurred, however, with the dismissal from 
the government of Charles ogy 
regarded as a key figure in promoting the 
Israeli case. 

The Kenyan Government did Israel 
seviral favours during the 1970s which 
indicates continuous high ievel contact 
between them. In early 1976 three 
Palestinians and two West Ge: “ans wanted 
for ‘‘anti-Israeli activities’ were arrested by 
Kenyan police in Nairobi. The five were 
then taken to the capital’s military head- 
quarters where they were immediately 
handed over to MOSSAD interrogaters. 
Several days later they were flown to Israel, 
despite the absence of an extradition treaty; 
where ey were charged, tried and 
convicted. Two years later, the Kenyans 

ovided vital ical for the 
sraeli commando mission to rescue 
hostages from Amin’s troops at Entebbe 
ai . This arose chiefly through the 
efforts of Bruce McKenzie, the only White 
in Kenya’s post-independent Cabinet. On 
top of his official function as Minister of 
pot tag McKenzie played a key role in 
Gefence liaison with Britain; he was also an 
agent of the British intelligence service, mis. 

Before Entebbe, McKenzie had arranged 
contracts in Uganda for the supply of 
signals and telecommunications equipment 
from British companies via the notorious 
Boeing 707 ‘‘whisky run’’ from Stansted 
airport. The shuttle was also used to gather 
intelligence on Libya, where the flight made 
a refusiling stop, and the results shared 
between the CiA, Mi6, and MOSSAD @ 














INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


ETHIOPIAN-KENYAN WORKSHOP ON TRADE RELATIONS ENDS 
Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 18 Oct 83 ppl, 6 


[Text] The two-week workshop on Tehio-Kenyan Trade relations ended here yes- 
terday with an accord to further trade relations and collaboration between the 


two neighbouring countries. 


Comrade Ketsela Mulat, Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Trade, 
presented certificates to the 10 Ethiopian and nine Kenyan experts who par- 


ticipated in the workshop at Hotel d'Afrique. 


The meeting discussed prevailing problems and constraints in trade re- larger 
volumes than is now the case, and is understood to have submitted a corrective 


recommendation to a higher body. 


The agreement reached at the end of the workshop provides for the import by 
Ethiopia of industrial goods from Kenya and of the export of Ethiopian raw 
materials to Kenya in larger volumes than is now the case. Under this same 
provision, Kenya is not to import from elsewhere raw materials available in 


Ethiopia. 


Broad exchanges of views were made on bilateral trade exchange through the 
medium of Ethiopian birr and Kenyan shilling, also discussed in depth were 
problems of tariff and transport which both hinder a larger flow of trade and 
commerce between the two countries. 


The possibility of the Ethiopian and Kenyan shipping lines serving East Africa 
was noted. 


It was also disclosed that the amount of Ethiopian salt, spices, and handi- 
craft products imported by Kenya is decreasing and that the Kenyan government 
was called upon to take remedial action. 


Closing the seminar, Comrade Ketsela Mulat expressed hope that the partici- 
pants have benefitted from their deliberations here and earlier in Nairobi. 
He said that the recommendations the meeting has come up with will greatly 
contribute to the growth of trade between the two countries. 














Comrade Ketsela emphasised that similar workshops and as many business con- 
tacts as possible should follow to make the recommendations of the workshop a 
reality. He assured the participants of the seminar that the Ethiopian Minis- 
try of Foreign Trade would do everything possible in implementing the recom- 
mendations and requested that similar initiative be taken by the Kenyan 
authorities. 


CSO: 3400/182 

















INTER~AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


ETHIOPIAN-DJIBOUTI RAILWAY COMPANY RECEIVES TWO LOCOMOTIVES 
Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 18 Oct 83 pp 1, 4 


[Text] Two locomatives with 1,200 H.P. each donated to the Ethio-Djibouti 
Railway Company as part of the aid of the European Economic Community (EEC) 
were inspected here yesterday. 


The locomotives valued at 2,949,332 birr were inspected upon reaching the 
Addis Ababa Railway Station by Comrade Assegid Wolde-Amanuel, Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry of Transport and Communications, Mr. Hasan Ismael 
Ubesh, Deputy Manager of the Ethio-Djibouti Railway Company, Mr. J. Walner, 
representative of the EEC, and Mr. Jibril El Abel, Charge d'Affaires of the 
Djibouti Embassy in Socialist Ethiopia. 


It was revealed that the locomotives, which were obtained as part of the 24 
million birr assistance alloted by the EEC to the railway company, would in- 
crease the railway's activities by 10 per cent. 


In addition one hauler of passenger wagons, 10 passenger wagons, six rail- 
testing implements and various spare parts are expected here through the EEC 
aid, which will also finance the maintenance of the railway telephone system. 


Moreover, it was noted that seven other locomotives would reach here through 
the loan assistance extended by the French government, all of which would 
greatly enhance the work of the railway. 


CSO: 3400/182 











ANGOLA 


ANGOP DEBUNKS RSA REFERENDUM RESULTS 
ABO32155 Dakar PANA in French 1830 GMT 3 Nov 83 
[ANGOP commentary: "South Africa: Why a Referendum?"] 


[Text] Luanda, 3 Nov (ANCOP/PiNA)—The pseudo-referendum organized Wednesday 
in the apartheid kingdom to establish what can perhaps be considered as the 
"“constitutionalization of racism” is no more and no less "a forced and use- 
less beautifying operation” in view of the horror of the odious racist re- 
gime of Pretoria. Such an attempt does wot mean anything as far as the form 
and the depth of the bases of the fascist policy of apartheid are concerned. 


On the contrary the orchestrated maneuver will merely intensify the social 
and racial conflicts, in that the so-called “constitutional changes” are de- 
stined to further strengthen the oppressive powers of the white minority over 
the black population who have even been denied the right to take part in the 
referendum, remain in the background, and live like foreigners in their own 
country. 


This time, as on other occasions, the Pretoria regime has set out on a false 
path because the only solution it has is to recognize the democratic rights 
it has been refusing this majority, which has been marginalized today. Be- 
sides, the voices of protest and the demonstrations taking place or organized 
in South Africa and in the world clearly prove that these “changes” are bound 
to fail. 


Therefore, why a constitution? Do the very defendants of apartheid see real 
changes in the future that would be beneficial to the majority? Everything 
leads us to disbelieve this, especially since the objective, for the inspirators 
and the defendants, is to try and divide the antiracist front which is growing 
bigger and stronger each year, thus causing political, economic, military, and 
social damage because the ANC has proved that it can attain any objective 

in the heart of the apartheid edifice. 


CSO: 3410/125 











BOTSWANA 


BRIEFS 


NORTH-SOUTH ROAD OPENED--The president, Dr Quett Masire, has said the open- 
ing of the (Dumela)-Ramokgwebane road marks the climax of Botswana's modest 
but determined effort to develop her road communication system. Officially 
opening the 75-km road this morning at (Tshesebe), Dr Masire said it marks 
the completion of the tarring of the great north-south road which links 
southern [word indistinct] extremity of Botswana from Ramatlabama to Ramok- 
gwebane. Dr Masire reminded the audience that the idea to construct the 
great north-south road was conceived during the days of the former illegal 
Rhodesian regime. He said the great north-south road has now assumed a new 
but better significant role to the member countries of the Southern African 
Development Coordination Conference, SADCC. The president said the road would 
offer SADCC member countries an alternative route to (7?the one) through 
Mozambique and Tanzania should the need arise to effect a sudden switchover. 
[Excerpts] [Gaborone Domestic Service in English 1125 GMT 4 Nov 83] 
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PROBLEMS OF POPULATION BECAUSE OF WAR NOTED 


London AFRICA NOW in English No 30, Oct 83 p 20 


[Text ] 


Recently, travelling through Chad on a 
of lorries carrying food from the 
ital, N’djamena, to Abeche in the east 


ati 
Kullh 
Takgee 

fain 
i itt 


i 
E 
F 


sa 
4 
a 
) 
3 
cS 


men had 


holds a great deal 
political . Outside the large 
pts edhe pis Ad Arad ne a 
posts for government troops 
where food is stored, many of the people I 
saw and to whom I spoke were cither star- 
ma!nourished 


eS Se . 
civil war has decimated great areas 


try to have a permanent military escort for 
fear of being ambushed. The only area 
that was an exception to all this, outside of 
N’djamena and the major towns of Oum 
Hajaar, Ati and Moundou, was around 
Abéche where members of President 
Hissein Habré’s ethnic group live. 

In all the recent coverage of events 
in Chad i i 


Hey 
ifs 
: 

: 


country and seem to be preoccupied in 
finding some logical thread in the disorder 


CHAD 
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EQUATORIAL GUINEA 


BUALE RESIGNATION SIGN OF MORE OPPOSITION TO GOVERNMENT 


London AFRICA NOW in English Oct 83 pp 26, 27 


[Text ] 


ger leading 
oups opposed to the regime in 
Ene nea Alance Nacional de 
Democratica); FRELIGE 
Guinea 


Guinea Ecuatorial. and the Partido del 
Progresso). 
In an interview with Africa Now in 


lawyer who is president 
the committee, expressed deep 
concern over the state of affairs in his 


country. ‘We are appealing to our brother 
OAU member states not to stand idly by 


and watch Equatorial Guinea sink. Let 
them send emissaries to see for themselves 
8 ee See 
(and his Mongomo clansmen) lacks the 


necessary infrastructure and order, a fact 
tial investors. 
ing the country 


that has scared all 
Professionals are 


13 











because ihey cannot practice effectively 
and the government on calling on 
Equato-Guineans to return home and heip 
build a nation, without the minimum 
guarantee of its ’s safety.” 
‘An estimated of the overall half a 
million has fled to 
Gabon, Cameroon and 
Nigeria where they live under precarious 
conditions, with language dif ’ 
unemployment, and in some cases hostility 
from their hosts. ‘‘We have received 
reports of casualties as a result of 
confrontations between 
and Gabonese nationals. But we have kept 
quiet about the issue so as to save our 
from further harassment. The 
Junta Coordinadora is calling on the Uw 
and other international bodies to grant 
refugee status to Equato-Guineans fleeing 
Obiang’s regime,”’ said Medico. 


presence of oil, iron ore and ’ 
among other minerals. It is understood 
that a principal source of Gabon’s oil 
wealth is from the islands of Cocoteros y 


3419/170 
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Mbane, annexed by Gabon in an operation 
which unilaterally extended its territorial 
waters by 170 . Malabo officially 
complained through its ambassador at the 
United Nations in 1972. 


. ‘There is not much sense in the 
co-operation with Equatorial Guinea,’’ he 


i t sources there, strongly 
denounced the broadcast as mere rumour @ 











COPWE PLANS ACHIEVEMENTS DETAILED 


London THE AFRICAN COMMUNIST 4th Quarter 1983 pp 64-66 


{Article by Du Bois] 


[Text] 


The Second Congress of COPWE (Commission for Organising the Party of 
the Working People of Ethiopia) took place in January, 1983. Whilst the 
Congress dealt with the entire range of perspectives and problems 
associated with the revolutionary transformation of Eshiopia, a central 
issuc was the establishment of 42 Marxist-Leninist Party of the working 
people. In the words of comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam, Chairman of 
COPWE: 

“The special significance of the Second Congres hes in the fact that i has the 

responsibility of charting the necessary arategy for the enablishment of the 

Party.” 

This is in line with the dominant political line of Eshiopian 
revolutionaries that the complex tasks of socialise construction cannot be 
achieved without a vanguard party, a Marxist -Leninise Party which will 
arengthen national independence, popular democracy and the economic, 
political and ideological basis of the developing socialise formation. The 
process of Party-building in Ethiopia has gone through a number of 
unique stages. Unlike Angola and Mozambique where Marxis-Leninis 
parties have been created recently, Ethiopia had no mass-based party or 
revolutionary movement which served as the social basis out of which grew 
the vanguard parties of Mozambique and Angola. Such a movement and 
party have had to be created by the sevolutionary armed forces which 
overthrew the feudal order presided over by Haile Selassie. This task 
began, properly speaking, in 1979, five years after the successful revolution 
and amidst the difficulties and hardships of the counter-revolution within 
Ethiopia, the invasion by Somalia and serious economic problems. 

COPWE was set up in 1979 with the purpose of launching the political, 
ideological and organisational activities necessary for the creation of a 
party of the working people. COPWE, therefore, was not yet a vanguard 
organisation its task being to plan, prepare and work towards the 
creation of such a party. It can best be characterised as a transitional 
political organisation, a prototype of the future vanguard party. Its main 
features, however, were clearly established -— its organisational basis 
resed on the principle of democratic centralism, its ideological 
foundation, Marxism-Leninism. The link between the vanguard party and 
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the people - peasants (nearly 85% of the population), industrial and 
agricultural workers and the middle srata was to be the basic 
organisations (primary party organisations) and the mass organisations of 
peasants, workers, women, youth and students, the intelligentsia and small 
commodity producers. 

According to the report of the second congress of COPWE, presented by 
comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam, significant advances had been made in 
the process of party building but much more remained to be done. 
COPWE's cadre policy objective has been the training, admission and 
placement of “militants who have made outstanding contribution to the 
revolution in the political, economic and social fields and through their 
participation in the armed mruggle.” In this respect a number of measures 
were adopted and implemented. Nearly 46 COPWE offices have been set 
up in strategic locations, The number of basic organisations of COPWE 
which have the responsibility of organising and politicising the working 
people and so ensuring the implementation of policy and decisions has 
increased by nearly 450 since the first congress, including 162 within the 
revolutionary army. 

The class composition of COPWE has also been changing, reflecting the 
increasing role of the working class, though numerically it is sill very 
small, In November 1981 COPWE's membership was: workers — 2.9%; 
peasants — 1.2%; the intelligentsia, civil service and members of the 
Revolutionary Army — 95.9%. By the end of 1982 the composition was as 
follows: workers -- 21.7%; peasants — 3.3% and other trata — 75%. No 
doult Ethiopia's further industrialisation and economic advancement will 
provide the material basis for the growing role of the working class in the 
future vanguard party. 

Along with organisation, cadre training has been given high priority on 
the basis that “the education and training of members is the only means to 
create the mon reliable condition in which the programmes, decisions, 


directives and policies of the organisation can casily be imparted to the 
working people and implemented.” The primary units of political and 
ideoiugical training of present and prospective members of COPWE are 
the study circles of which more than 6,500 have already been set up. At the 
same time almon 2,845 cadres have graduated in short-term political and 
ideological courses from the COPWE Political School and integrated 
within the COPWE sructures. These apart, “a sizeable number of 
comrades” have received and are receiving training in the Soviet Union 
and other socialia countries as part of the agreements of cooperation with 
the Communist Parties of these countries. 

COPWE has also paid special attention to the activities of the mass 
organisations of the people and COPWE cadres have been playing 
important roles in strengthening and organising these movements, About 
one third of Ethiopia's youth are orgaised within REYA (Ethiopia Youth 
Association) and more than half the country’s women into REWA 
(Ethiopia Women’s Association), The other major achievernents of 
COPWE since the firs congress have been the consolidation of the All 
Ethiopia Trade Union (AETV) and the all Ethiopia Peasants’ Association 
(AEPA). The Urban Dwellers’ Associations (UDA's) has also been 
arengthened. At the time of the second congress more than 1,300,000 
persons were serving in the executive bodies of these mas organisations. 
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Popular democracy and socialism are inseparable. The building and 
surengthening of the mass organisations of the pecyle and the interaction 
of these with party and government are the guarantee of “the full political 
participation of the masses” in the construction of socialist society. This is 
at the heart of the process of socialia. construction in Eshiopia 

In his closing remarks comrade Menginu Haile Mariam reminded 
delegates afresh that the major task remained the creation of the vanguard 
party. “...che primary issue which cannot be ignored nor laid aside for an 
indefinite time is the exablishment of the Working People’s Party.” And 
this is the task which has ¢o be fulfilled in the period between this historic 
second congress and the next congress of COPWE. 


CSO: 3400/168 
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ETHIOPIA 


SORDU TRAINS NOMADS IN NEW RANGE MANAGEMENT TECHNIQUES 
Addis Abata THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 20 Oct 83 ppl, 4 


[Text] The Southern Rangelands Development Project (SORDU) has built about 
187 Kms of feeder roads and constructed 12 ponds in 1975 (E.C.), in its ef- 
forts to assist the pastoralists and lay the basis for the development of 
range management system, Comrade Dr. Wario Godana, manager of SORDU, told 
visiting journalists. 


Comrade Dr. Wario said that the project also provides adequate veterinary ser- 
vices throughout the Southern Rangelands area. He revealed that 1,482,520 
head of cattle had been treated against various animal diseases in 1975 (EC). 
The project manager pointed out that the veterinary service has contributed in 
greatly reducing livestock losses. When the project began operation in 1969 
(Z.C.), it was estimated that the Southern Rangelands comprised a human popu- 
lation of half a million and 1.5 million animals. The livestock population, 
Comrade Dr. Wario said has certainly increased considerably due to the devel- 
opment of veterinary services and other educational activities of the project. 


The manager, however, noted that the intention is not to increase the animal 
population; rather the project strives to keep the number of animals to the 
level that the land can adequately support. The project exerts effort to 
maintain the balance by helping the nomads to learn trading livestock and 
livestock products and regulating stock numbers. 


The project, Comrade Dr. Wario further explained, has established three ran- 
ches in the rangelands area. The Sarette ranch which covers 14,000 hectares 
of land and the Denbel Wacho ranch which encompasses 10,000 hectai:es of land 
are in Arero province of Sidamo region. The third, the Wolenso ranch, is in 
Borena province of the same region and has an area of 25,000 hectares, he 
pointed out. 


The objective of the ranches is to provide an assured outlet for surplus 
stock, it was learned. The ranches purchase young male cattle from the 
pastoralists end keep them on the ranch for about a year until they gain con- 
siderable weight, he observed. The original owner finally receives second 
payment reflecting the difference between buying and selling after deducting 
operating costs. This Comrade Dr. Wario explained, would demonstrate to the 
pastoralists advantages of developed range management. He said from the sale 
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of 1,739 male cattle a profit of 135,967 has been obtained in 1975 (E.C.). 
the sum has been distributed to the original owners. This would be an incen- 
tive for cattle owners to learn how to obtain ' igh prices for their stock and 
would also result in an increase in the income of the population. 


The project would be responsible for the ranch management. But at the end of 
the period of its operation, the project, they will hand over the ranches to 
pastoralists to operate it by themselves, Comrade Dr. Wario elaborated. He 
said the lack of developed marketing system and means of transportation to the 
market place are the major problems facing the programme. Unless the pastor- 
alists get reasonable price, they would not be encouraged to fatten and sell, 
If the offtake from the ranges is to increase, the manager said market must be 


developed. 


The public relations department of the project undertakes agitational work 
among the pastoralists on how best to utilize their resources and train them 
on improved range management techniques, according to Dr. Wario. He noted 
that the cattle owners are becoming increasingly aware of the need to syste- 
matically use the grazing areca. 


C80: 3400/179 
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ETHIOPIA 


NEW SETTLERS INTRODUCE NEW AGRICULTURAL METHODS 
Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 22 Oct 83 p l 


[Text] The peasants drawn from various drought-stricken parts of Wollo region 
and settled around Assosa in Wollega region are making enormous contribution 
to the people in the area by expediting development activities, according to 
the observation of a team of journalists who have been to the area recently. 


The 21,500 settlers have introduced crops and animals alien to the area and 
have also produced vegetables for the market which were unknown in the area, 
according to Project Manager Yohannes Afework. 


The Manager also revealed that the settler peasants have undertaken sheep and 
goat breeding, poultry and bee farming and are also offering their produce for 
the market at the Assosa town. 


The peasants, who were settled in the area four years ago, have taught the 
local people novel systems of production and have made themselves exemplary in 
productivity and diligence. The General Manager pointed out that the local 
people are profitting from the example of the settlers and are proving thenm- 
selves unprecedentedly productive. 


A total of 23,000 hectares have been allotted specifically for the settlement 
project, of which 5,953.74 ha. were put under cultivation. Maize, sorghum, 
nug and other crops are produced here. It was learnt that the project for the 
current year was to put another 100,000 hectares of land under cultivation so 
that the settlers would be totally self-sufficient. 


Agricultural produce during the last crop year reached 57,000 quintals of 
grain. 38,000 quintals were distributed for consumption by the project com- 
munity. This year, 72,000 quintals are pianned for production on 8,000 
hectares. 


Cottage industries available in each of the 16 villages have also become pronm- 
ising sources of income. Co-operative shops opened within the project area 
have a capital of over 200,000 birr. 


Agricultural products from the project are also being sold to the nearby com- 
munity in Assosa town, according to the General Manager. 


CSO: 3400/178 20 





ETHIOPIA 


WORKSHOP FOR POLITICAL TEACHERS ORGANIZED 
Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 22 Oct 83 p 1 


[Text] Over 6,000 elementary school political teachers are to attend a work- 
shop due to open next week in 106 provincial administrative centres. 


The four-day workshop has been organized in accordance with the directives of 
the Revolutionary Government and COPWE to give political education in the 
fourth, seventh and eleventh grades in schools throughout the country. 


A press release by the Ministry of Education noted that the workshop, to start 
Monday, is aimed at preparing political education teachers for fourth grade 
students. Following participation at the workshop, the teachers are to be 
mobilized in administrative regions where they will be assigned to elementary 
schools to conduct political classes. 


Educational materials for the work-shop have already been dispatched to areas 
where the course is to be given. 


The recommendation for political classes in schools was made in cognizance of 
the fact that the young generation, equipped with socialist education, would 
play a vital and vanguard role in the economic, political and social life of 
the country. 


The education was also found necessary in view of the need to keep the youth 
free of unscientific outlooks and practices and to enable them gain deeper 
comprehension of the country's policy and its complementarity with Marxismn- 
Leninisn. 


The workshop will cover a familiarization programme on basic scientific 
socialism. 


CSO: 3400/178 
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DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES IN GONDAR PROVINCE 


Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 20 Oct 83 p 4 





[Text] GONDAR (ENA)--The inhabitants of Gondar Zuria province are actively 
engaged in development activities in accordance with the directives of the 
Revolutionary Government and COPWE. 


The province, composed of four districts and nine sub-districts, is laying 
down a firm foundation for socialist construction. A total of 190 basic youth 
associations embracing 418,320 members and an equal number of women's associa- 
tions are operating in the province both in rural areas and urban centres. 


According to Comrade Assefa Makonnen, the provincial administrator, the inhab- 
itants of the province have raised 104,364 birr to finance the construction of 
mass organization offices in addition to contributions made in the form of 
labour. 


A total of 59,677 peasants in the province have been organized under 186 
kebele peasants’ association. Similarly 54 peasants’ service co-operatives of 
which 11 have received certificates of legal recognition, undertake develop- 
ment work with a capital of 630,(90)3 birr. 


Fifteen handicraft service co-operatives in the province with 611 members have 
a total capital of 212,763.61 birr. Moreover, eight co-operative shops have 
been opened with 23,139 birr. 


Many of the provincial towns are being served with tap water since the upsurge 
of the Revolution. 


A major development endeavour recorded by the inhabitants is the construction 

of 54 elementary schools at a cost of 60,800 birr with the co-operation of the 
Revolutionary Government. Four junior secondary schools have also been built 

by the government. 


In the nine rounds of the literacy campaign carried out in the province, 
103,730 adults have been freed from illiteracy. 


CSO: 3400/178 
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ETHIOPIA 


PEASANT AGRICULTURAL TRAINING DESCRIBED 
Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 18 Oct 83 pp 1, 4 


[Text] Nearly 14,000 peasants were given training in agriculture-related sub- 
jects in centres located in different parts of the country in the last five 
years, extending from 1971 to 1975 (E.C.). 


This was disclosed by Comrade Assefa Yilala, head of Training Service in the 
Ministry of Agriculture. Giving the background to this important development, 
he said the historic land proclamation enacted in March 1975 has made the 
peasantry master of the land and created favourable conditions for raising 
productivity. At present, there are 12 training centres, nine of them oper- 
ational, and additional centres are expected to be set up this year in Wollega 
and Harrarghe regions. 


Comrade Assefa stated that peasants drawn up from different associations are 

given training lasting from 1 to 10 days in centre located in the districts. 

A bit advanced course lasting 15 to 20 days, is also given. This year it is 

planned to provide training to some 7,500 peasants selected from various pea- 
sants’ associations. The Comrade indicated that the number of training cen- 

tres is very small compared to the number of peasants required training. 


At present advanced training to peasants, lasting six months, is given at the 
Multi-Purpose Peasants Train Centre in Agarfa, Bale region. The first batch 
of peasants totalling 1,045 graduated from the centre recently after complet- 
ing a six-month course, while the second batch of fresh trainees numbering 
2,000 were enrolled some three weeks ago. The major fields of training cover 
plant production and protection, animal production and health, soil and water 
conservation and organization and management of co-operatives. 


Comrade Assefa also stated that a lot of improvement could be seen in the 
rural areas today as a result of the consultancy services and support given to 
peasants by extension agents and the training programmes made available to 
them. Evaluations made from time to time have shown the effective contribu- 
tion made by the training programme as an important component of the develop- 
ment activity underway. The future plan is aimed at increasing the number of 
skilled personnel in order to extend the programme as far as possible. 
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Vomrade Assefa said that many organizations are collaborating in the training 
programme for peasants across the country. He said the government attaches 
high priority to the training of peasants as agriculture forms the backbone of 
the national economy. He noted that the training programme requires huge in- 
vestments because it covers a vast area. 


The basic concept behind the training scheme is to convert the peasant and 
enable him to carry on his trade in a better manner. The nationwide literacy 
campaign has helped raise the conciousness of the peasant masses to actively 
participate in the nation's development efforts. 


A document on the Multi-Purpose Peasants Training Centre says the low level of 
technical know-how among peasants is the major drawback in utilizing the re- 
sources at their disposal. The training of the required manpower and of the 
peasantry in production technologies with the ultimate objective of producing 
more food becomes essential. 


The document indicates that this country is facing shortage of skilled man- 
power in many areas of development activities. Hence the ultimate objective 
of these training centres is to assist in the improvement of the standard of 
living of the peasant population by equipping them with the necessary skills, 
basic education, the adoption of the co-operative method of production and the 
transfer of appropriate technology. 


CSO: 3400/178 
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ETHIOPIA 


BRIEFS 


LEGAL STATUS FOR PEASANT ASSOCIATIONS--ZUWAI (ENA)--Seventy-seven peasants’ 
associations in Menagesha and Haikotch-Butajira provinces of Shon region re- 
cently received certificates in recognition of their legal status. Thirteen 
of the peasants’ associations are at the district level in Haikotch Butajira, 
while the remaining 64 are at the kebele level in Adaberga district, Menagesha 
province. The representatives of the district peasants’ association received 
their certificates from Comrade Lemma Ferede, COPWE representative of 
Haikotch-Butajira province, and those at the kebele level from Comrade Adugna 
Geleta, administrator of Adaberga district. [Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD 
in English 20 Oct 83 p 4] 


PEASANT ASSOCIATIONS IN GOJAM--Fifty-one peasants’ associations in Dembecha 
district, Gojjam region, recently received certificates of legal recognition. 
Comrdea Aklew Ayalew, the district Administrator, handed over the certificates 
to the associations at a ceremony held at a demonstration plot run by the 
branch office of the Ministry of Agriculture. Meanwhile, assistant veterinar- 
ies from seven districts of Gondar region recently pledged to protect animals 
against various diseases and to promote animal husbandry. The participants 
also pledged on the occasion to implement the national literacy drive, tackle 
backward cultural practices, and work for the construction of a socialist 
economy, the formation of the Party of the Working People of Ethiopia and for 
the proclamation on the National Military Service and the Territorial People's 
Militia. [Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 19 Oct 83 p 5] 


REYA DELEGATION RETURNS FROM BULGARIA--A two-member delegation of the Revolu- 
tionary Ethiopia Youth Association (REYA) returned here yesterday after at- 
tending an international congress of socialist youth in the Bulgarian capital 
of Sofia. Team leader Comrade Mekbib Hilete, Chairman of the Addis Ababa REYA 
committee, said on arrival there that the congress discussed wide-ranging is- 
sues, including the building of socialism and the maintenance of world peace 
and security. The congress, attended by youth representatives of 16 socialist 
countries, later adopted a resolution condemning imperialist belligerency and 
calling on all peace-loving forces to withstand the threat posed to global 
peace and security. [Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 16 Oct 83 


p 1) 


REWA ACTIVITIES IN HARERGE-~-ASBE TEFFERI (ENA)--The Revolutionary Ethiopia 
Women’s Association (REWA) in Chercher-Adal Gara-Guracha province, Hararghe 
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region had scored encouraging results in the political, economic and social 
fields during the past three years. Basic associations established in Tulo, 
Doba, and eastern Awash districts have set up flour mills and recreational 
centres, and kebele 01 REWA members of Measo town have received training in 
embroidery and sewing owing to the support of the provincial REWA. In the 
endeavour to enhance the participation of women in development and increase 
productivity numerous women were enrolled in peasants producers’ cooperatives. 
Through the cooperation of the provincial branch office of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, 426 women were trained in agricultural and home-economics 
courses. Ten members of REWA were also trained in embroidery and sweater- 
making at the provincial curriculum development centre, and 14 others from 
five districts were given instructions in midwifery. In addition, a total of 
23,679 women were freed from illiteracy while an estimated 33,000 are now at- 
tending regular classes. [Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 21 Oct 
83 p 5] 


COPWE DELEGATION BACK FROM GDR--Comrade Legesse Asfaw, PMAC Standing Committee 
and COPWE Executive Committee member, arrived here Sunday winding up a working 
visit to the German Democratic Republic (GDR) at the head of a high-level 
COPWE delegation. Comrade Teka Tulu, PMAC Standing Committee and COPWE Cen- 
tral Committee member, and other officials received the delegation at Bole 
International Airport. In a press statement he gave at the COPWE Central Com- 
mittee Secretariat, Comrade Legesse said that his delegation was received by 
Comrade Erich Honecker, General Secretary of the Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany and Chairman of che Council of State of the GDR and had discussions 
with party members on Ethio-GDR relations. GDR's concern for and effort 
towards the promotion of world peace was also among the prominent subjects 
raised during the delegation's meeting with the GDR leader. Comrade Legasse 
said that he also delivered a message from Comrade Chairman Mengistu Haile- 
Mariam inviting the GDR leader to participate in the party formation cele- 
brations in Ethiopia and the inauguration of the Karl Marx statue. Comrade 
Honecker has accepted the invitation with pleasure, he said. The delegation 
also participated at the 34th anniversary of the founding of the GDR and made 
various visits to industial complexes and agricultural schemes, where it was 
accorded warm and comradely reception. Comrade Legesse said that the visit 
was highly successful and enabled the delegation draw valuable experiences 
along the party formation line. [Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 
18 Oct 83 p 1) 


REWA ACTIVITIES IN SHOA REGION--AMBO (ENA)--Members of the Revolutionary 
Ethiopia Women's Association (REWA) in Jibat-Mecha province, Shoa region, are 
striving hard for the construction of a new social order and for the formation 
of the party of the working people. A total of 138,927 women organized in 804 
basic REWA chapters within the province have registered worthwhile contribu- 
tions by pooling their energy and knowledge in the political, economical and 
social fields of endeavour during the past three years. Presently the members 
of the provincial REWA chapters are actively participating in development ef- 
forts in the province. In order to disseminate Marxism-Leninism among REWA 
members, 475 study groups each embracing 50 to 60 members have already been 
established in the province. A plan has been finalized for the construction 
of a vocational training centre at a cost of 80,000 birr, of which 79,785 birr 
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has already been deposited in the Ambo branch of the Commercial Bank of 
Ethiopia. Based on an agreement reached between the provincial REWA chapter 
and the branch office of the Ministry of Agriculture, 335 women have completed 
training in home economics while 186 others are undergoing training in various 
skill upgrading courses. [Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 20 Oct 
83 p 3] 
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VALCO HISTORY GIVEN; POWER RATE DEADLOCK HIGHLIGHTED 
London AFRICA NOW in English Oct 83 pp 64, 65, 68 


[Article by Brian Slocock: "Ghana Pulls the Plugs on Valco Plant") 
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oe involved in the VRA , a 
up until the June cuts it certainly 
commercial sense. Other consumers at 
least 25 mills (2.5 US cents) per kilowatt 
hour for Akosombo power while Valco 
pays only 5.6 mills 

A valuable perspective on these 


developments is afforded by Ronald 
Graham’s recent The Aluminium 
Industry and the Third World (Zed Press, 
London 1982). Almost from its birth the 
industry tended to develop under the 
auspices of large, oligopolistic firms 


[Text] Since June Africa’s most t on a world scale. The technology 
industrial operation — the Vaico yon Pik production required massive 
aluminium smelter at Tema in Ghana — has capital investment and upon two 


: 


the industrial ries. 

It was in the United States that the most 
favourable combination of financial, 
and resource 6 


ial ties, ALCAN. 

Because of the metal’s strategic 
importance each major industrial country 
developed a national industry — but 
usually centred around a single firm and 
active state assistance. The ae of 
competine firms in the Uni States 


action the us Government 
and after the Second 
we War. 


countries, southern France and Hungary 
being the major international sources of 
bauxite until the Second World War. But 
each major phase of expansion of the 
industry has also meant further inter- 
nationalisation. Thus the First World War 
saw the opening up of British Guiana’s 
bauxite and the Second World War the 
—— of bauxite mining in Jamaica. 
long expansive phase after 1945 saw 
this process deepen as the companies went 
abroad — increasingly into the Third 
World — in search not merely of bauxite 
but also of cheap sources of power. This 
meant not merely ‘developing mining 
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but also shifting parts of the manufacturing 
process (refining alumina from bauxite ore 
or smelting aluminium from alumina). 
The existence of significant bauxite 
deposits in the Gold Coast was confirmed 
during the First World War, but the 
domination of the world market by the 
major firms who had adequate sources of 
supply meant that no moves were made to 
exploit them until 1941. Similarly, 
proposals to develop the hydroelectric 
potential of the Volta River existed on 
paper from the mid-20s but had to wait for 
more than three decades for realisation 
because they did not conform to the 
requirements of the aluminium firms. 
ith the global expansion of the industry 
after 1945, the Gold Coast’s good resources 
led to hopes that a major programme of 
industrial development could be launched 
in association with the firms. In 195! 
negotiations were opened between the 
British Colonial Office and the Convention 
People’s Party (CPP) government, on the 
one hand, and ALCAN on the other. In 1956 
discussions broke down over what was to 


prove the bane of the industry — the price 
of electricity. 

After independence in 1957 a new 
proposal was floated, this time involving a 
consortium of Western companies 
by Kaiser Aluminium. In 1959 this 
consortium formed the Volta Aluminium 
Company (Valco) to co-ordinate and detail 
their proposals. Once again negotiations 
proved difficult, as the company insisted 
upon stringent conditions and guarantees, 
and were backed both by the wus 
Government and the international lending 
agencies who were to provide the funds for 
the hydroelectric side of the project. By the 
time agreement was reached in 196i the 
scheme was a pale imitation of the extensive 
industrialisation project Kwame Nkrumah 
and the cpp had hoped for. ; 

All Valco agreed to do was build an 
aluminium smelter and buy a guaranteed 
amount of power. All efforts to secure 
public participation in the smelter project 
were steadfastly rejected. 

The company was ceded important 
concessions for bauxite mining but placed 
under no obligation to develop mining or 
refining facilities. On the contrary, it was 
given a free hand to import whatever inputs 
it required free of customs dues. 

The power rate was fixed at the lowest 
rate in the world — 2.625 mills — and only 
fractionally above the earlier proposed 2.5 


mills which, the World Bank had com- 
mented, ‘‘would not be enough to cover 
debt service’’ on the power scheme. This 
rate was guaranteed for 3) years with a 
20-year optional extension. 
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Valco was also assured tax write-offs 
which permitted it to recover 50% of its 
capital costs and assured that the rate of 
corporation tax would be frozen for 30 
years thereafter. 

The effect of this 
preclude any integrated development plan. 
Even with the uent revisions of the 
power rate (which brought it up to the 
current level of 5.6 mills in 1977) the 
domestic consumers (who pay six times this 
rate) are effectively subsid ising the smelter 
— the reverse of the original intention. 

While bauxite is still mined in Ghana by 
the British Aluminium Company (although 
in small and declining volume) it is shipped 
to BAC refineries in Scotland. Tema imports 
its alumina requirements from Kaiser- 
associated plants overseas. 

Tema’s output is shipped in ingot form to 
Kaiser and Reynolds in the United States 
for semi-fabricating (into the sheets, foil 
etc, required by industrial users) while 
Ghana’s requirements for semi- 
manufactured aluminiutn are bought from 
the United Kingdom. 

No tax at all was paid by the company 
until 1979 and since then it has paid at a rate 
substantially below that of domestic 
companies. Because the company’s entire 
output is shipped overseas within Kaiser's 
corporate structure, financial transactions 
take place purely as accounting categories. 

Valco is credited with a nominal ‘‘profit’’ 
out of the funds already lodged with it: 
parent companies. Foreign exchange has to 
be ‘‘repatriated’’ back to Ghana to cover 
*‘local costs.’’ This figure is a rough 
measure of the total contribution of Valco 
to the Ghanaian economy -- and in 1981 it 
equalled only $77m, compared with an 
annual value of Tema’s output (even in 
ingot form) of some $270m. One effect of 
the recent budgetary provision of export 
premiums will be to cut the foreign 
exchange equivalent of ‘‘local costs’’ quite 
drastically. 

It is difficult to forecast how the 
deadlock over the power rate will be 
resolved. The company has admitted that 
the price it pays for power is ‘‘unfair.”’ But 
it is unclear how far it will be prepared to 
compromise. Because of the worid recession 
Kaiser’s international operations are 
working at only 33% of capacity and it 
seems prepared to bide its time, hoping for 
a change in the political climate. 

But the Ghanaian Government has 
analysed its position very thoroughly. It has 
managed to break away from the myth of 
the great “‘loss’’ that something like the 
shutdown of the Tema smelter would 
occasion. It insists that such operations will 
only be permitted if they contribute 
tangibly to the national economy @ 


cement was to 
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MADAGAS CAR 


COOPERATION AGREEMENT SIGNED WITH WEST GERMANY 
MB281654 Antananarivo Domestic Service in French 1030 GMI 28 Oct 83 


[Text] The FRG and the Democratic Republic of Madagascar have signed a finan- 
cial cooperation agreement involving the sum of DM100 million, about 920 mil- 
lion Malagasy francs. It was signed this morning at this Ministry of Finance 
by Minister Pascal Rakotomave and the FRG ambassador, He Excellency Mr Karl- 
Heinz Rouette, 


The agreement is to finance loans in foreign currency for the importation of 
German-made goods and to run services in agriculture and transportation. The 
agreement is also the result of a meeting between the president of the repub- 
lic, Mr Didier Ratsiraka, and the German vice minister for cooperation in May 
1983 during the commemoration of the centenary of German-Malagasy relations. 


The minister of finance, Mr Pascal Rakotomavo, hailed the state of relations 
between the FRG and the Democratic Republic of Madagascar, a cooperation which 
is helping the country to redress its national economy. In 2 years, the 
minister stressed, the agreements concluded between the two states have risen 
to DM47 million. He thanked the West German government on behalf of all 
Malagasy workers and laborers. 


In reply, the German ambassador also expressed his wish to promote cooperation 
between the two countries and to aid the Malagasy nation in its efforts to 
promote national reconstruction. 


CSO: 3419/120 
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BRIEFS 


NlW AIRPORT OPENED-—-The general manager of Air Malawi, Mr (Syd Meguja), 
said today that Air Malawi intends to intensify the transportation of cargo 
to and from Malawi following today’s opening of the Kamuzu International 
Airport to international traffic. [Excerpt] [MB012017 Blantyre Domestic 
Service in English 1800 GMT 1 Nov 83] 


CSO: 3400/185 





MOZAMBIQUE 


BRIEFS 


UK FIRM MINERAL INVENTORY--A firm of UK consultants is now in the second 
year of a project to produce a comprehensive mineral inventory of 275,000 
sq km of Tete, Manica and Sofala Provinces of Mozambique. From the outset, 
the state agency /Direccao Nacional de Geologia/ [in italics] (DNG) 
specified the use of LANDSAT imagery to assist in the survey. In Mozambique 
LANDSAT images have been indispensible in the production of new 1:100,000 
scale geological maps. The existing 1:50,000 maps prepared by the 
Portuguese are now out of date. Following the initial interpretation of 
these and more conventional airborne reconnaissance data, the UK firm 

spent the four months before the December rains footslogging and prospecting 
at ground level. The survey is unlikely to reveal any spectacular new 
finds, but a thick and previously undiscovered coal-seam has apparently 
been located in Tete province. Initial results also suggest the presence 
of potentially important sources of metallic sulphides--particularly 
copper--and nickel laterite ores, possibly containing platinum and copper 
as well. [Text] [London AFRICA NOW in English No 30, Oct 83 p 88] 


CSO: 3400/168 
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NIGER 





PRESIDENT KOUNTCHE GIVES OWN VERSION OF COUP PLOT TO PUBLIC 


London WEST AFRICA in English No 3453, 17 Oct 83 pp 2391-2392 


[Text] NIAMEY was last week reported calm previous day’s events. The instigs‘ors of 
after a coup attempt before dawn on the coup, he said, included Lt. Amadou 
F , October 7, Neither the motives nor Oumarol (better known as “Bonkano”’) 
the of the coup makers is lear, the President's special adviser; Lit. 


bui President Seyni Kountché has 
announced the names of four officers 


5 
i 


allegedly involved. Observers said the al security man; Amadou Seydou, Com- 
coup makers were officers and civilians in mander of the Niamey Batallion of the 
the close confidence of the President. Niger Armed Forces (FAN); and Lt. Sidi- 

Automatic gunfire was first heard onthe = koy, an officer in the Gendarmerie. The 
Thursday morning at 0330 hrs, in the Director of the Prime Minister's cabinet, 


environs of the Presidency and the General 


Staff riers of the Army. It con- President of having written three com- 
tinued sporadically until 0530 hrs. muniques to be read over the National 
Niamey’s citizens awoke that morning to Radio once the had succeeded. A 
find security increased around militazy “Council for the of the Nigerien 
installations and the National Radio sta- People” was to have been set up 
tion. But otherwise, all was calm. Interna- President Kountché started his speech 
tonal and telex links were Cut, = by saving “The world, since it is the world, 
and the international airport at Niamey and as long as it remains such, will always 
was temporarily closed. But communica- produce betrayal”. Then he gave the offi- 
tions were re-established by 1030 hrs, cisl version of events, which has not,.s0 
and security was deemed tight enough that far, been challenged by independent obser- 
morning for the Prime Minister, Oumarou vers 
Mamane, to call a meeting of ministers The first move was on the Wednesday 
present in the capital. Later the same day, , when “Bonkano” ind his accom- 
President Kountché returned home (on aim tint lane wean olten te ° 
schedule) from his visit to the Franco- trap. The Chief of thé Armed Forces, 
African Summit in Paris. Lt.-Col. Ali Seibou, the Commander of 
The President dismissed the coup the Republican Guard, Capt. Moussa Has- 
attempt as “an irritating accident”, which sane, and the Commander of the Gerdar- 
in no way brought into bse the credi- merie, Major Youssoufa Maiga, were 
bility of the country. J pt Rak gee tempted by the coup makers on a false 
with which the putsch was out and pretext, to a locality several kilometres 
the fact that the President felt confident from the capital. 


enough, on arrival, to spend three-quarters 
of an hour wey my ny Sankara (who 
on from France with him), Kount- 
‘s dismissive tone seemed appropriate. 
The President took the unusual step, the 
next day, of giving the populace an 
(almost) blow by blow version of the 
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Again according to the President, the 
game was given away by Major Amadou 
Seydou, who hinted to the Deputy Chief of 
Staff, Major Boubacar Toumba, that the 
Gendarmerie were about to make a move. 
Toumba immediately called on loyal ele- 
ments in the Presidential guard to increase 











CSO: 


security in the central areas. He then 
ordered Major Seydou’s arrest and man- 
ned the barracades against the expected 
attack. Major Toumba thus became 
Kountché’s hero overnight, and was 
praised for his “lcyalty and commitment to 
the Niger people” in the next day’s Radio 
broadcast. 

One civilian was reporied killed in the 
crossfire, and four soldiers injured. Major 
Seydou, and Mahamane Sidikou have been 
arrested. But “Bonkano”, Lt. Idrissa 
Amadou and a certain Hamar Bocar, Head 
of the Housing and Equipment Service, 
were said to have 

Also arrested are the Minister of Educa- 
tion, Captain Mahamane Ousseini, and the 
yore wi of State for Education, Modieli 


“a speculation about what, or who, 
was behind the coup attempt, inevitably 
focused northward. Indeed, apparently 
without hard evidence, Le Monde devoted 
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a front-page editorial to “The threat to 
Niger”, leaving little doubt that they 
thought Colonel Gaddafi was involved. 
(The Libyan leader has in the past called 
the Touaregs of northern Niger “Libyan”, 
with the obvious implications for the ura- 
nmium-rich land they wander.) But Presi- 
dent Kountché himself was more circums- 
pect; the enquiry in hand would reveal if 
there was something more serious behind 
the attempt, not who. 

This was the third coup attempt in Niger 
since the coming to power of (the recently 
promoted) Brigadier General Kountché in 
1974 (the others were in 1975 and 1976). 
Kountché’s Military Council was in the 
process of introducing the ‘Development 
Society’’, its version of popular participa- 
tion. The “Development Society” plans 
did not envisage legalising political parties 
or, in the short term, any reduction in the 
role of the army. 





NIGERIA 


MARXIST JOURNAL BLAMES CAPITALISM FOR DEVELOPMENT PROBLEMS 
London JOURNAL OF AFRICAN MARXISTS in English No 4, Sep 83 pp 63-78 
[Article by Aaron T. Gana] 


[Text ] 


I prefer injustice to disorder: one can die of disorder, one does not die 
of injustice, and injustice can be repaired ' 


Houphouet-Boigny 
Men may of course have order without liberty but they cannot have 
liberty without order? . 

Samuel Huntington 


In the most fundamental sense, politics is about conflict. Conventional 
Social Science, however, mystifies the nature of conflict in society by view- 
ing it in terms of ‘problems’ which need to be ‘solved’. The hidden 
assumption is that conflict does not or need not run very deep, that it can 
be ‘managed’ by the exercise of reason, goodwill and a readiness to com- 
promise. In this view politics is a constant process of bargaining and 
accommodation, on the basis of accepted procedures (laid down in a 
national constitution) and between parties who believe in the ineluctability 


of harmonious cgexistence. Thus conflict, according to one such interpre- 
tation of politics is not the opposition of hostile and violent forces, but 
rather a ‘more complex and delicate phenomenon in which antagonism 
and cooperation subtly interact in the adversary relationship’. (emphasis 
in the original) 

This conception of conflict implies a mutuality of interest between 
adversaries, and politics becomes the vehicle for ‘resolving’ the differen- 
ces between them. In this sense, conflict cannot be injurious to society, but 
has positive advantages. It is not only civilized but civilizing, not only a 
means of resolving problems in a peaceful way but productive of new ideas 
‘ensuring progress, achieving even greater harmony ...’ Conflict in this 
conception, is thus ‘functional’ to society, ‘a stabilizing rather than a dis- 
ruptive force.’ ‘ It is, in short, a means of disagreeing to agree. 

The ideological function of this conception of conflict and politics is 
reflected in the theoretical and practical concerns of western social 
science, which by virtue of our colonial heritage, is the world view of the 
ruling classes in Africa today. This science is concerned not only with ‘who 
gets what, when and How’, ’ but the institutional arrangements that would 
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most effectively facilitate the ‘resolution’ of conflict. Hence the setting up 
of ‘constituent assemblies’ to establish not only a modus vivendi, but also 
a modus operandi. 

In the case of Nigeria (our primary focus in this essay) presidentialism 
is favoured over classical parliamentarism which is said to have ‘failed’ to 
contain conflict in the First Republic.’ Furthermore, this ‘science’ of poli- 
tics postulates a clear practical as well as analytical distinction between 
three spheres of human activity; the economic, the political and the social, 
whose interactions are, however, affirmed and the study of which is 
assigned to economics, political science and sociology, respectively. Most 
important of all, it postulates an existential tension between order and 
justice and gives primacy to the former over the latter. 

It is in this context that the quotations at the beginning of this essay — 
one by Houphoet-Boigny the practitioner of the politics of ‘development’, 
and the other by Samuel Huntington, one of the leading ideologues of this 
politics become meaningful. For the postulate of homo politicus assumes 
a decisive significance in a theoretical perspective that sees politics as ‘the 
authoritative allocation of values’ and a political setting in which ‘peace 
and stability’ (the current slogan of the Nigerian ruling class)takes primacy 
over the inhuman conditions of existence of the vast majority in society. It 
takes very little imagination, though a jot of courage, on the part of those 
benefiting from the system, to admit that only an infinitesimal minority of 
Nigerians, yesterday, today or tomorrow, will agree that ‘one does not die 
of injustice’. The evidence stares every onlooker in the eyes, except those 
who choose to shut their eyes in order to continue in the illusion that the 
existing order is here to stay. 


Politics as clase struggle 


Our point of departure in this essay is the theoretical premise of the fusion, 
both analyticallly and empirically, of the economic, political and social 
spheres, and of the determination of these spheres by the relations of pro- 
duction, in a given society. That production relations is the hub around 
which other forms of relations revolve is a universal fact, given its most 
vivid expression here in Nigeria by the popular motto: ‘Man must Whack’ 
visibly engraved on many mammy wagons that ply our roads, conveying 
Nigerians from village to town like packs of sardines. This same fact is 
recognized and expressed in the social organization of agricultural self- 
sustaining societies (known in bourgeois social science as ‘primitive’ socie- 
ties) wherein the family emerged as a productive and cohesive unit and kin- 
ship as the ideology that sustains it. The emphasis, in this ideology, on the 
priority of the relations between people over relations to things (in contrast 
to capitalist ideology which reverses this order); on life-time duration of 
personalized social bonds concern for reproduction, notions of seniority 
and anteriority, respect for age etc reflect a fundamental concern with 
physical survival. Relations of production at this stage of the develop- 
ment of human society are established between ‘those who come before’ 
and those who come after, ie between the senior and junior members of 
the community, the former being those who owe nothing to any living 
individual, those who are the representatives and ‘the summation of the 
dead ‘‘foster’’ or ‘‘feeding’’ the ancestors.’ 

These relations of production are thus materialized through a redis- 
tributive system of circulation, that strictly speaking, is not a system of 
exchange, since the products are never offered for each other and there- 
fore not subjected to the appraisal of their respective value. It is this essen- 
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tial unity of the economic, the political and the social in ‘traditional socie- 
ties’ that Western Social Science blames for the stagnation which charac- 
terizes their struggle towards ‘modernity’.’ 

Yet life, as experienced by the vast majority of mankind attests to the 
reality described by Marx over a century ago: 


In the social production of their life, men enter into definite relations 
that are indispensable and independent of their will, relations of 
production which correspond to a definite state of development of 
their material productive forces. The sum total of these relations of 
production constitutes the economic structure of society, the real 
foundation on which rises a legal and political superstructure and to 
which corresponds definite forms of social consciousness. The mode 
of production of material life conditions the social, political and 
intellectual life processes. It is not the consciousness of men that 
determines their social being, but on the contrary, their social being 
that determines their consciousness.’ (my emphasis) 


There is neither time nor space to discuss the various interpretations that 
have been imposed on this statement, by friends and foes of Marx alike. 
Our concern is to underline not only the determining function of the rela- 
tions of production in a given society, but the most fundamental conflict 
in any given society — that between direct producers of surplus and the 
appropriators of surplus, between those who own the principal means of 
production and those whose only possession is their labour power. 

Since the advent of capitalism in the 16th century — a mode of produc- 
tion which for Marx ‘...is nothing else than the historical process of 
divorcing the producer from the means of production’ ” — the confronta- 
tion between labour and capital has assumed the status of a law of univer- 
sal validity. This fundamental antagonism between producers and 
appropriators is reflected in the ideological ambiguity of bourgeois social 
science which, while maintaining that social conflict can be resolved 
through compromises. also defines it as ‘a situation in which one actor 
(either an individual, a group or a nation) is engaged in opposition (violent 
or non violent) to another actor(s) who is pursuing what are or appear to 
be incompatible goals’ .'' The resolution of this kind of conflict can mean 
one of two things: the voluntary surrender by one actor of his ‘incompat- 
ible goal’ or the forcible suppression of this goal by the more powerful of 
the actors. It is inconceivable that in the conflict between producers and 
appropriators, the former would consciously, knowingly surrender their 
goal, which we can assume under capitalism to be the emancipation of 
labour from the alienation of the workplace, and the equitable share of the 
products of labour. 

What has happened historically however, is the rise of a coercive 
apparatus — the state — to compel labour, ‘on pain of extinction’ to surren- 
der, even if temporarily, since it cannot do so permanently, its claims to 
human existence. It is this historical ‘fact’ that gives politics its class 
character. The privatization of political power under capitalism is the pro- 
cess by which the authority of private property asserted itself, uniting the 
power of appropriation with the authority to organize production in the 
hands of a private proprietor for his own benefit. The uniqueness of west- 
ern development in this respect lies in the fact that ‘it is marked by the 
earliest and most complete transfer of political power to private property, 
and therefore also the most thorough generalized, and direct subservience 
of production to demands of an appropriating class’.'? Politics is, there- 
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fore, nothing but the specific articulation of class struggle. It is the pervas- 
ive and ubiquitous articulation of social conflict and particularly of class 
conflict which enters into all social relations no matter their designations. 
Politics thus ceases to be a matter of ‘problems’ to be solved. It is about a 
state of domination and subjection to be ended by a total transformation 
of the conditions which gave rise to it. The antagonists are therefore irrec- 
oncileable, the notion of a genuine harmony between them, a mere subter- 
fuge. For those involved are not individuals as such but individuals as 


members of social aggregates — classes. ‘Society’ Marx wrote, ‘does not 
consist of individuals, but expresses the sum of interrelations, the relations 
within which these individuals stand. As if someone were (0 say: seen from 
the perspective of society, there are no slaves and no citizens: both are 
human beings. Rather they are that outside society. To be a slave, to be a 
citizen are social characteristics, relations between human beings A and B. 
Human A, as such is not a slave. He is a slave in and through society.’ 
For Marx, therefore, the secret of capitalist production is a political one. 
His radical departure from classical economics lies in the very fact that he 
creates no sharp distinction between the economic and the political 
spheres, and he is able to trace the continuities because he treats the 
economy itself ‘not as a network of disembodied forces but, like the Politi- 
cal ‘‘sphere’’ as a set of social relations’. 


The globalization of the class struggle 


When in the course of its self-expansion, capitalism became, by the end of 
1Mh century, a ‘world system’, the doctrinal assumption of ‘naturalness’ 
and ‘universality’ of its law of motion became the pivot around which 
‘development economics’ revolved. All economic organizations are con- 
ceived as forms albeit underdeveloped forms of capitalism. Accordingly 
the same concepts and theories used to analyse metropolitan capitalist eco- 
nomic formations were employed in the analysis of dominated forma- 
tions. Any kind of assets (tools, manure, land etc) are ‘capital’. Any 
transfer of goods, including giving and stealing are ‘exchanges’ or ‘trade’, 
any elderly man reaping the fruits of collective labour is an ‘entrepreneur’, 
a calculator of marginal returns, and any kind of returns are ‘interests’. 
Thus the conceptual categories employed in the analysis of advanced capit- 
alism were deployed as part of the ideological tools for obfuscating the 
reality of capitalist exploitation in the periphery. Liberal economics became 
the science through which these dominated societies have sought to over- 
throw the rigid structures of exploitation and domination established 
during the colonial phase of imperialism, adopting the same prescriptions 
and strategies that had facilitated their domination. Again Marx gives us a 
graphic picture of this process of incorporation and domination: 


The bourgeoisie has through its exploitation of the world market 
given a cosmopolitan character to production and consumption in 
every country... All old established national industries have been 
destroyed. They are dis‘odged by new industries... whose products 
are consumed not only at home but in every quarter of the globe. In 
place of the old wants, satisfied by the production of the country, we 
find new wants, requiring for their satisfaction, the products of dis- 
tant lands and climes... . 
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The bourgeois, by the rapid improvement of all instruments of 
production, by the immensely facilitated means of communication, 
draws all, even the most barbarian nations into civilization. The 
cheap prices of its commodities are the heavy artillery with which it 
batters down all Chinese walls, with which it forces the barbarians‘ 
intensely obstinate hatred of foreigners to capitulate. /1 compels all 
nations, on pain of extinction, to adopt the bourgeois mode of pro- 
duction; it compels them to introduce what it calls civilization into 
their midst i.e. to become bourgeois themselves. In a word, it creates 
a world after its own image. "* (my emphasis) 


Unfortunately, Marx’s prediction of a world after the image of the 
metropolis has failed to materialize for reasons that we cannot explore 
here. Suffice it to say that the most critical factors in this failure include 
the manner of incorporating these regions into global capitalism, which 
required not only the destruction of their industries along with the indig- 
enous classes that were engaged in their development, but the subordina- 
tion of all economic activities to the requirement of accumulation in the 
metropolis. This in turn precluded the emergence of a national bourgeoisie 
with a strong material base and ‘the commitments of a religious, socialist 
or nationalist character, of the rationalizing, capital accumulating classes 
wiiich directed the industrialization of Britain, Russia, Germany and 
Japan.’ '* What we have instead, is a dependent capitalism, in which the 
crucial elements in the functioning of an economic system ie the linkages 
between labour-resources-technology-production-demand-needs, are 
organized in such a way that citizens internalize, through their social rela- 
tions of production and the use of productive forces, a patiern of consump- 
tion that does not represent their needs and a pattern of production not 
oriented to either domestic consumption or domestic needs. It is in this 
context that the politics or development is necessarily the politics of class 
struggle, in which the direct producers are objectively speaking, pitched in 
a vicious class war against a parasitic bourgeoisie tied to the apron strings 
of their metropolitan allies and protected by the neo-colonial state. It is 
the alliance of state, local and foreign monopoly capital that has produced, 
in Fanon’s apt words ‘a capitalism rampant though camouflaged’ and 
deceitfully tagged ‘the mixed economy’, by Nigeria’s ruling class. 


The politics of dependent accumulation: 1960-81 


This lengthy theoretical discourse is a necessary background to under- 
standing the politics of dependent accumulation in Nigeria since political 
independence was regained in 1960. As is well known by now, the pro- 
grammed political decolonization was not accompanied by a similarly 
planned economic decolonization. Nigerians have been told over and over 


again, how the federal formula was devised to accommodate the cultural 
heterogeneity of the country. What has consistently and deliberately been 
omitted is the equally important consideration that Nigeria’s structurally 
deformed federalism served best the long-term economic interest of the 
receding colonial power. For by devising a structure which negated the 
basic principle of federalism ie that in a federal system, no unit should be 
so large as to dominate the others or undermine the authority of the center, 
the British knew that for the foreseeable future foreign capital, and espe- 
cially British capital would retain its pre-eminence in the Nigerian econ- 
omy. The reactionary faction of the ruling class that inherited the national 
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State structures of power pursued such foreign economic policies that 
within four years of ‘flag independence’ turned Nigeria into an economic 
backyard of Britain. 

Of course the structural as well as the ideological foundations for this 
sell-out were laid during the colonial era, especially in the last decade anda 
half. Not only had Governor Richards (Later Lord Milverton) assured his 
counterparts in business that Nigeria’s post independent development 
strategy would require an alliance between the state, local and foreign 
capital (big business, to use his own expression) the ideological underpin- 
nings of such a strategy were provided by a World Bank survey commis- 
sioned at his instance. What became the ‘infallible authority’, the Bible 
and the Koran of economic planning in Nigeria was contained in a chapter 
of the Bank’s report titled The Conditions of Nigeria’s Progress’ the most 
relevant part of which reads: 

In Nigeria, as in any other country with institutions relying on private 

enterprise and initiative, the government’s role in economic develop- 

ment is essentially one of providing the basic services for, and giving 
encouragement and support to private endeavor. Government can 
assist economic growth by providing such communal facilities as 
roads, education and training, technical guidance and research which 
are prerequisites for private business operations. In circumstances 
common to most underdeveloped countries, it may have to supple- 
ment the financial resources of the private sector of the economy with 
facilities for long term credit and equity financing ...and perhaps 
most important of all, it can adopt policies permitting the free devel- 
opment of private initiative and private capital formation. (a euphe- 

mism for private accumulation — A.T.G.)" 

Needless to say the prescriptions contained herein were followed tothe 
letter under the first civilian regime. The establishment of the Nigerian 
Industrial Development Bank, which, until 1973 gave more credit facilities 
to foreign than indigenous firms, must be seen in this context. So must the 
enactment of laws, such as the ‘Aid to pioneer industries’ Ordinance, the 
‘Income Tax Ordinance’, the ‘Jndustrial Development (import Duties 
Relief) ordinance’, all of which remain on our statute books today with 
cesmetic amendments. 

This ‘Open Economy’ strategy was being pursued, of course, at a 
time when ‘development’ as a goal had become the ideology both of domi- 
nation by the metropolitan capital as well as of legitimation by the ruling 
classes of underdeveloped societies. Latin Americans, under the intellec- 
tual stimulus provided by the UN Economic Commission for Latin 
America, had become increasingly critical of the failure of Latin countries 
to make any significant progress towards economic independence. A new 
theoretical apparatus —- Development Economics —was constructed to 
buttress the crumbling economic liberalism. And academic economists in 
the ‘Third World’ swallowed the tenets of this new economics, hook, line 
and sinker, proffering their ‘expert’ advice on professional economic 
planners and politicians alike. The Alukos, the Onitiris, the Okigbos — the 
very cream of Nigeria’s academic economists — joined in propagating the 
new doctrines of development economics. It took some of them over a 
decade to come to grips with the ideological function of the new econo- 
mics, nay, to realize that the ‘new’ theory is little more than the old wine in 
a new wine skin. Meanwhile the exploitation of the country’s resources 
and the consequent marginalization of the peasantry and the working class 
continued unabated. The shifting conceptions of development is an elo- 
quent testimony to the ideological function of the ‘new’ economics."* 
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In spite of this, Nigeria’s development planners — politicians and pro- 
fessionals alike — stuck to the belief that ‘The only option open to us in the 
development process’, is ‘increasing at a high rate, the output per head of 
goods and services at the disposal of the people,’ and this means intensi- 
fied exploitation of both natural as well as human resources for satisfying 
conspicuous consumption of the ruling class. Development policies have 
thus been geared towards the promotion of ‘a high rate of growth of output 
through liberal foreign trade and foreign exchange policies.’ Whether we 
are examining these policies under the first civilian regime or the military 
regimes that supplanted it, the goals of development and the instruments 
fashioned for their realization remained essentially capitalistic in orienta- 
tion. 

The civil war did force the military bureaucratic fraction of the bour- 
gevisie to introduce some nationalistic measures, such as the indigeniza- 
tion program. Aboyade had, almost a decade earlier, anticipated this 
move when he wrote: 


The starting point of a decolonisation process is the consolidation of 
the nation for social cohesion and the elimination of foreign discre- 
tionary powers in the economy. Through aggressive indigenization 
even at the expense of initial loss in the growth of output, the nation- 
als must acquire full control over the mobilization, allocation and 
utilization of their natural, human, financial and other resources. 
This means not only that the discretionary powers exercised by 
foreigners in the allocation of domestic resources be eliminated, but 
also that in a structural sense, the umbilical cord of primary export 
dependence as the main engine of natural economic growth should be 


cul. 


Although his diagnosis and prescription was anything but revolutionary, 
it was too radical a proposal for the civilian regime of the time. The indig- 
enization embarked upon after the civil war was anything but ‘aggressive’. 
As is well known by now, it was never intended to dislodge foreign capital. 
Rather the indigenization program, from conception to implementation, 
was viewed as an instrument for containing the contradictions between 
foreign and indigenous capital, on the one hand, and between the ruling 
class and the impoverished masses on the other. The state thus became the 
site of the class struggle as local capitalists sought to employ state power 
against foreign monopoly capital just as the by now radicalized working 
class pressed for a greater share of the ‘national cake.’ 


The politics of indigenization 


As noted above, indigenization was never intended to dislodge foreign 
capital, contrary to the propaganda mounted by the governing faction of 
the bourgeoisie. Indeed, it never could have been intended to do so, given 
the commitment of the state to the advancement of private accumulation. 
For this would entail a total disengagement from the exploitative relations 
with metropolitan economics to which we are tied. Profound indigeniza- 
tion, Ake warns: 

will have the effect of turning international capitalism into an 

implacable enemy of Africa. In short the African country that under- 


takes profound indigenization will be generating stress and strain on 
such a scale as to make its total disintegration a real possibility. To be 
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able to risk generating stress on such a scale, to be able to absorb such 
stress, the country will have to be very special. It must possess ideo- 
logical clarity right from the leadership to the grass roots. It will have 
to have a lot of confidence in itself and its leaders.” 


Few African countries, excluding Nigeria, ‘Black Africa’s most 
powerful nation’, have been able to mobilize such revolutionary discipline 
to launch a frontal attack on foreign monopoly capital. For, by and large, 
African countries are class societies in which the ruling classes have alien- 
ated and depoliticized the masses, brutalizing them with violence. Rather 
than being their allies in the struggle for economic emancipation, African 
bourgeoisies ally themselves with international capitalism which created 
and nurtures them. The coincidence of interest between imperialism and 
Africa’s ruling classes on the fundamental issue of maintaining the exist- 
ing relations of production, precludes any possibility of profound 
indigenization. This mutuality of interests ensures the survival of Africa’s 
comprador bourgeoisie while simultaneously assuring international capital 
maximum exploitation of Africa by keeping its economies capitalist and 
dependent. 

Indigenization, as Beckman perceptively observes, has merely facili- 
tated the recycling of oil earnings into financing firms which remain 
firmly under the control of trans-national capital. At the superstructural 
level, ie the level of ideology, indigenization ‘propagated the national 
authenticity of the Nigerian State which was very much in doubt because 
of its place in international accumulation. Simultaneously it ‘enhanced 
the national credentials of the foreign companies’ thereby reducing the 
scope for attacking capital on an anti-foreign platform, and weakening 
the links between anti-imperialist and anti-<apitalist agitation among the 
dispossessed classes. In short, Nigeria’s symbolic indigenization merely 
served ‘to strengthen the domestic, social and political basis of inter- 
national accumulation in Nigeria’.” 

Is it any wonder, then, that both on the agricultural and industrial 
fronts, Nigeria’s development strategy has produced more empty bellies 
and an increasingly larger pool of unemployed, underemployed and 
unemployable — the iumpen-proletariat? ” This sirategy was articulated 
for the new civilian administration by no other dignitary than the Presi- 
dent of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. Speaking to representatives of 
international capital (British Branch) in London in March 1981, he 
declared: 


As a government we have endeavoured to create a favorable climate 
for foreign investment. For example we have promulgated our indus- 
trial policies and strategies as well as the outline of our incentives... 
We have expanded the scope for foreign equity participation. We 
have abolished the much criticised deposit against letters of credit. 
We have also raised the limit of dividend payments. The conditions 
under which foreign companies can operate in Nigeria have been 
greatly improved with the increase in fees and home remitance allow- 
ances. All these are intended to create an atmosphere conducive to 
investment in Nigeria from abroad... Nigeria has an open door 
policy. What we seek is friendship based on a genuine desire for part- 
nership” (my emphasis) 


This statement was made in ous twenty-first year of independence! 
Of course the man that made it was also a prominent member of the fac- 
tion that took over power from Britain in 1960, representing the same 
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class interest. The emphasis on the Green Revolution and housing looks 
impeccable in its logic, given an economy that can no longer feed and pro- 
vide shelter for its people. Yet a close examinaticn reveals that its inner 
logic is the logic of capital in search of profit, of a class looking for chan- 
nels for plundering the nation’s wealth through contracts for the supply 


of tractors, fertilizers and building materials. Nigerian peasants are dis- 
missed as incapable of feeding the nation. A new crop of ‘large-scale farm- 
ers’ made up of ex-Governors, ex-Permanent Secretaries, ex-Chiefs of 
Staff and ex-Vice-Chancellors and Professors, in alliance with American 
agric-business transnationals are now charged with responsibility for 
‘feeding the nation’. Imperial capital needed to break out of the crisis of 
over production in agric-business equipment and found its natural ally in 
the Nigerian ruling class. An American observer puts this new twist in 
clear perspective: 


Heavy equipment for land clearing and farm cultivation is very likely 
to increase unabated as the Federal Government (of Nigeria) com- 
mits more of its funds to large-scale farming in reaction to reduced 
supplies of farm labourers... Irrigation equipment for all levels of 
farming will soon be sought in great quantities once the Federal irri- 
gation projects and river basin authorities begin to be implemented 
... As irrigation opens up new farm lands to produce more food, the 
demand for equipment will increase with each successful season.” 
(my emphasis) 


Given this neo-colonial development strategy and the consequent 
polarisation of classes, it is not difficult to view the unprecedented crime 
wave that has gripped the nation since mid -seventies as part of the politics 
of class struggle, albeit outside the framework of the ‘legally’ established 
structures, eg the production unit, the judiciary, and other organs of the 
state. 


The way out 


The central thesis of this essay, implicit throughout the analysis, is that 
capitalism constitutes the primary obstacle to th- _conomic emancipation 
of Nigeria. The politics of development thereiore revolves around the 
basic issue of the control of the major instruments of production. It might 
be objected that there is not as yet aclear battle line between the presumed 
protagonists — between, that is, the direct producers of surplus and the 
appropriating classes. This is further complicated by the fact that the 
struggle is being waged at two levels: at the national and the global levels. 
In spite of these complications, the fact remains that given the reality of 
the internationalization of production in our epoch, the postulate of 
‘impermeable’ national boundaries which is the doctrinal tenet of inter- 
national relations theory cannot but be anachronistic. No longer can we 
establish, at least analytically, a dichotomy between national and inter- 
national structures. These have melted, under the aegis of international 
capital, into a seamless web. In the same vein the distinction between 
national and international politics ceases to be valid, for the politics of 


global production and exchange reverberates throughout the entire sys- 
tem. The election of Ronald Reagan for instance, has meant more doses of 
repression in El Salvador, Chile and Argentina, just as it gave South 
Africa license to invade Angola, and Israel to destroy Iraq’s nuclear 
reactor or annex the Golan Heights! 
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Class struggles in the periphery are thus carried on against this back- 
ground of a two-icr domination of the marginalized classes: domination 
by central capital and domination by the local bour geoisies, both forms of 
domination being facilitated by the state. It follows that the only way out 
for the oppressed classes is the overthrow, either violently or through the 
democratic process, of the bourgeoisie and the dismantling of the political 
and ideological superstructures that have served international capital. 
This task requires, however, the articulation of a new ideology of national 
redemption, the establishment of new structures of popular participation 
and a new conception of development on the part of social scientists which 
views it as a dialectica! process of economic, political and cultural emanci- 
pation, an interplay of opposing forces, in which each is transformed by 
its contact with the other, rather than a unilinear evolutionary movement. 
This view not only rejects development as simply a process of capital accu- 
mulation, but calis for the abandonment of the ideological apparatus 
inherited from our colonial past. It requires a conceptual retooling, the 
adoption of dialectical materialism as the only paradigm that is capable of 
liberating our intellect from the racist categories of western social science. 

Only then can we move the politics of development beyond the myth 
of cultural pluralism and the tribalism/ethnicity it allegedly engenders,” 
thereby locating it where it properly belongs: the politics of class struggle. 
For whatever the objections to the application of Marxian class analysis to 
a deformed capitalism such as ours, the fact remains that the historical 
struggle for the control of the Nigerian State by fragments of the bour- 
geoisie can be explained primarily in terms of the access to society’s 
surplus through the regulatory and allocative functions of the state. And 
although these struggles remain essentially intra-class, they nevertheless 
betray the basic contradiction of the system: that between the producing 
class and the appropriating class. In the confrontation, the state plays a 
mediating role in establishing the terms of exploitation. It is this that 
makes the state the object as well as the site of class struggles. 

The current struggle between the ‘progressive’ and the ‘reactionary’ 
forces in the country must be viewed against this background. The open 
appeal to particularistic sentiments of ethnicity and religion, especially by 
the ruling party ~ the NPN ~is indicative of the threat it perceives, of 
being dislodged from power by the combined forces of the GNPP, NPP, 
PRP, and UPN. It is to forestall the materialisation of this merger that 
echoes of chaos and danger are going out in undisguised fear. To view such 
a move as a ‘ganging’ up against a ‘component’ of the society, as President 
Shehu Shagari did in his speech to his party’s convention in November 


1981,” or as having the same motive of dislodging the ‘North’ from Federal 
Power, as the ‘special corrspondent’ of New Nigerian claimed in his 
rejoinder to Major Ademoyega’s Why we struck,” underlines the strategy 
of the ruling class for waging their fractional battles. Neither fraction 
(except perhaps the PRP — imoudou) sees the objective necessity of trans- 
forming the existing relations of production. Ethnicity and religion will 
thus continue to be employed as a means of obscuring the objective neces- 
sity of iranscending the present system. 

it is for this reason that we speak of the objective interest of the 
oppressed in overthrowing, not only the ruling class, but the system that 
installed them, for as Julius Nyerere once observed: 


The real ideological choice (for Africans) is between controlling the 
economy through domestic private enterprise, or doing so through 
some state or other collective institution. But although this is an 
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ideological choice, it is extremely doubtful whether it is a practical 
choice for an African nationalist . .. He will find that the real choice 
is between foreign private ownership on the one hand, and local col- 
lective ownership on the other . . . Private invesiment in Africa rveans 
overwhelming foreign private investment. A capitalist economy 
means a foreign-dominated economy. These are the facts of the 
African situation. The only way in which national control of the 
economy can be achieved is through the economic institutions of 
socialism.” (my emphasis) 
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SENEGAL 


MOST AUTHORITIES SAID TO HAVE HIGH AWARENESS OF DUTY 


Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 22 Sep 83 p 1 
/Article by Bara Kiouf: "A Fortunate Conjunction"/ 


/Text/ Everybody knew that there was a tenacious and inexpurgable Senegalese 
evil, but it had been limited only to its economic aspects. 


Senegal, badly provided for from the point of view of soil and subsoil resources 
and stricken headon for a decade by implacable drought, knew it was poor. The 
1lls from which its economy suffers are well known--a sluggish peanut monoculture, 
the deterioration of trade conditions, and, quite recently, drought and skyrock- 
eting energy costs. These evils on which the Senegalese have no grip, since they 
depend on an international environment and on climatic factors over which they 
have no control, had, by dint of their omnipresence, ended up being identified 

in their universe and in their daily life. The Senegalese, confronted with 

these overwhelming handicaps, waiting for the dams alone as a way of permitting 
them to invent a new, more diversified and less risky economy, and making the 
best of a bad situation, have displayed, thus far, a good conscience against 

all hardship. 


But Imam Maodo Sylla, in his Tabaski sermon, has thrown an enormous paving 
stone in the pond, and his unflattering message strangely resembles the one 
made and constantly repeated for 2 years by the president of the Republic. 


One could consider this call to arms and this vehement denunciation of the second 
111 that Senegal suffers a fortunate unton of the temporal and the spiritual. 

If the first 111 derives from exogenous elements imposed on us from outside, the 
second, which is more serious and demeaning, comes from within. Its eradication 
proceeds exclusively from our will alone. Its name is corruption, the buddy 
system, laxity, fraud of all types, the embezzling of public funds, etc. It is 
rife in all environments, in all spheres, but especially among the 30 to 50-year 
age group, designated by the fine name of “managers."’ They have had serious 
educations and have attained a professional experience and expertise wnich 
designatzs them as officials. Private as well as public state management in the 
broad sense is practically their daily task. They belong generally to no 
political party, whether it be of the opposition or of the majority, but because 
of the duties that have been given to them, they are the true Power. And they 
abuse this power for their own profit alone, to the point of calling into question 
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the credibility of the state or the private company that hires and pays them. 
This race of men, with morally reprehensible behavior, is conspicuous by its 
taste for profit, its greed, its lack of good citizenship, and its worship of 
money. Their maxim seems to be "After me, the deluge.” The sma_.! fringe group, 
denounced by the Imam, gives the country, both domestically and abroad, an ugly 
image, unfavorable to enthusaism and sympathy, as much as the peasant and the 
worker from the cities behave honorably by their seriousness, their taste for 
effort, their honesty and their sense of state, of their contract with the 
national community. Citizens who are disappointed by the practices of this 
fringe group no longer have confidence in their administration and end up by 
turning away. It is, imperceptibly, the death of the state, the return to savage 
society, the failure of all development policy. 


Let us hasten to specify that if black sheep here and there mar the action of 
public powers with morally condemnable attitudes and behavior, the greatest 
number, fortunately, are distinguished by a high sense of state and consciencious- 
ness to duty. It is only regrettable that the fortunate and completely unselfish 
actions of such men can be erased, if only for a moment, by the turpitudes of 
others, to the point that the president of the Republic and the Imam are stirred 
up and public opinion, aroused, is demanding sanctions. 
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SENEGAL 


PAPER CLAIMS TO HAVE SAVED GOVERNMENT MONEY ON RICE PURCHASES 
Dakar TAKUSAAN in French No 53, 27 Sep 83 p 3 


/Text/ All the calculations that led the government to increase the price of 
rice to 130 francs have just been distorted, since the Thai Government who was 
selling it for US$177 a ton (FOB), freight not included, decided to raise it 
to $205 (FOB), or an increase of $28 in the FOB price, which would decrease to 
the same degree the profits anticipated by the Senegalese Government and the 
approved middlemen. 


That is why the minister of commerce went hurriedly to Bangkok with issues of 
TAKUSAAN in his file to plead for the maintenance of the purchase price. 


If he did not receive total satisfaction, he was able to limit the damage. 


For the first boatload of 10,000 tons, the price remained at $177, but, beginning 
with the second, it increases to $182 or a loss of $5 per ton on the 350,000 
remaining tons. Owing to these increases, the profits expected by the government 
will diminish accordingly, which, in the balance, should reduce by 700 million 
CFA francs (5 X 350,000) its resources to finance its recovery plan. 


Nevertheless, because TAKUSAAN denounced the excessive freight of $39 a ton 

granted to the middlemen, this freight was reduced from one day to the_next to 

$22, the figure that TAKUSAAN and the trade subcommission of the PDS /Senegalese 
Deme cratic Party/ had set forth as the normal price. This is a gain for the 
Senegalese of $17 a ton which makes a total of 360,000 X 17 = 6.12 million dollars, 
which is the equivalent in CFA of 2.5 billion. 


All things considered, owing to the price increase beginning with the second 
boatload, our country is losing 700 million CFA. But thanks to TAKUSAAN, we 
are gaining 2.5 billion on the freight, or a gain of 1.8 billion. 


The price of rice should, thus, theoretically, go down. But you are going to 
see that it will not go down. More seriously, it runs the risk of going up, 

for at the end of the 3-month renewable contract passed with the Thais, there 
is still a risk that they will increase their prices and go from $182 FOB to 

$205 FOB. 


If the freight had been maintained at $39, the government would have lost 4 
billion, but thanks to TAKUSAAN, the loss will be only 1.5 billion. 


All that means that the government calculations, already altered by the bad winter 
season, are also distorted by the demands of the Thais. 
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SOMALIA 


PEOPLE DISILLUSIONED BY SIAD BARRE'S RULE 
Verona NIGRIZIA in Italian Sep 83 pp 12-13 
[Article by Gelle Gure: "The Disillusionment of a Nation] 


[Text] According to Somali sources, another attack will be launched by the 
Ethiopians toward the middle of June and again it will take place on the Oga- 
den border. Is this a false alarm? It is difficult to say. It could be an 
attempt on the part of Somalia to put in a bad light the Ethiopian leader, 
Mengistu, chairman of the OAU until a short time ago. 


True or false, the attack comes 1 year after another serious encounter on the 
same border. At that time as well, Somalia had spoken of a new Ethiopian in- 
vasion, an alarm that induced the U.S. Government, which although friendly to 
Siad Barre, at no time became deeply involved with the regime, to send emer- 
gency military aid valued at 5,000,000 dollars. Perhaps that is what Somalia 
was looking for. It seems increasingly clear that the border war that breaks 
out from time to time is one of several ways in which both parties can conceal 
the real problems. 


Siad Barre, who has been in power for 13 years, has in fact created one of the 
most hated African security systems. The regime has in its service at least 
200,000 informers. Even the security court was set up for the purpose of 
eliminating dangerous adversaries. During these years in which Siad Barre 

has been in power, as many as 400,000 Somalis have been imprisoned on false 
charges and under the pretext that a national emergency exists. The Amnesty 
International annual report for 1981 reveals cases of detention without trial, 
mistreatment of prisoners and extremely harsh prison conditions. On 9 June of 
last year, seven persons of distinction in politics, members of the Central 
Committee of the only party, were arrested on unspecified charges and are still 
being detained. 


Black Market 


The Somali economy is extremely impoverished: it is based on agriculture and 
the cattle in the hands of the nomads and on fishing operations along the 

coast. The military regime has fired the starting-gun for a policy of national- 
izations and state control that has weakened all sectors of the national eco- 
nomy and has led to the financial collapse of the system. The state coffers 
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have been emptied of currency assets of value to finance the business activi- 
ties of Siad Barre’s family and his military adventures. Today there is an 
alarming shortage of food, medicines and other foodstuffs [sic]. 


But while the Somali people live in poverty (today Somalia is classified as 
one of the poorest nations in the world), the Siad Barre clan (which belongs 
to the marehan) lives in comfort thanks to the sale of essential goods on the 
black market. 


The financial collapse and bankruptcy of the system have prompted the military 
regime to ask the Arab countries for aid and to make use of refugees to obtain 
economic assistance. Foods, medicines, clothing intended for the refugees 

are sold on the black market throughout the country. 


Without fear of contradiction, it can be said that the domestic policy of the 
present regime is based on tribalism, nepotism, oppression and the exploita- 
tion of the masses. All this could not fail to spawn an opposition movement. 


Strong-Arm Tactics 


The first liberation front, the Somali Democratic Action Front (SODAF), founded 
in the years 1974-75, was composed of intellectuals and officers who had de- 
serted. A front composed of the elite, with no popular base and with close 
ties to Israel and the monarchy of Haile Selassie. 


The failure of the coup d'etat of 9 April 1978 obliged all the forces of the 
opposition to form a single opposition front. Unfortunately, the barbaric 
massacres perpetrated on the Magarten forced them to flee and to join the 
front, thus creating a Magarten majority within it. 


The congress for the creation of the front was held in February 1979 at Addis 
Ababa. The young persons present wanted a national front. A compromise was 
reached: 23 members of the Central Committee were to represent all the popu- 
lations of Somalia in the new entity, which was called the Somali Salvation 
Front. 


But after the congress, the tribal chiefs and Magarten merchants, backed by 
others coming from Nairobi, put their strong man, Abdullahi Yousuf, in command 
of the front and elected themselves as his sole advisers. It was a real strong- 
arm tactic, carried out with the consent of the Ethiopian government. 


Mercenaries 


The new leaders have shown themselves to be genuine mercenaries, interested 

only in amassing wealth at the expense of the young Somalis who were sent to 
fight. The latter, in fact, when sent to combat Barre's corrupt system, in 

reality found themselves the prisoners of a group of mercenaries who were in- 
terested in nothing but living in the best hotels of Addis Ababa and amassing 
money and property. The kind of life that these leaders enjoy in the Ethio- 
pian capital is well known to all. 
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The best Somali elements have had to flee from Addis Ababa to save their skins. 
The departure of the majority of the Central Committee from the front has had 
an enormous influence on the Somali masses, who now see it as only the front 

of the Magarten clan. 


Since the situation was deteriorating, the Ethiopian government intervened in 
1981 to force the Somali Salvation Front to join the other opposition movements: 
the Somali Workers Party based at Aden and the Somali Democratic Liberation 
Front. The integration of these groups was more theoretical than practical, 
since the mercenary group retained the power for itself on both the politico- 
military and the economic levels. 


The Ethiopian policy is obvious: to maintain a weak and ineffective leader- 
ship for the purpose of wielding a determining influence on a future Somali 
government. In this way, Col Abdullahi Yousuf, leader of the front, has pro- 
longed the life of Siad Barre's regime and has weakened the drive of the oppo- 
sition to gain a swift victory. 


Perhaps the most tragic result is that the Somalis, both at home and abroad, 
no longer have any confidence in either the regime in power or the leadership 
of the opposition abroad. The Somali people feel more and more that they have 
been betrayed and made the object of ridicule. 


On 21 October 1982, the 13th anniversary of the Somali revolution, at Moga- 
dishu, on the platform accommodating the top authorities, at the side of 
President Siad Barre, was also the then Italian minister of defense, Leliv 
Lagorio. The occasion was the armed forces parade. Many of the arms were of 
Italian manufacture and origin (Breda, FIAT, Oto Melara). The presence of 
the minister, who arrived at Mogadiscio aboard the destroyer "Audace," was 
significant. 


From the deck of the ship, Lagorio grants an interview to the correspondent 

of the ANSA [National Associated Press Agency], in which the program "of col- 
laboration and assistance to Somalia in the economic, social, cultural, 
sciertific, technical and defense fields” is confirmed. As justification 

for the program, the minister adds: "The Horn of Africa has become a very de- 
licate point in the world balance." 


The defense minister, a socialist, had been preceded a month earlier by another 
socialist, Robert Palleschi, then undersecretary for foreign affairs, who had 
engaged in a long conversation with the Somali minister for planning and with 
the first vice-president, who was also chief of the armed forces, on the sub- 
ject of an aid program for the 1981-83 triennial period (approximately 100 
million dollars per year) and the pledge to give Somalia political and defense 
support that will guarantee its territorial integrity. 


"The present Somali regime (and the good business that can be done with that 
regime) have seduced the PSI [Italian Socialist Party], which is filling the 
void left by the communists," Pietro Petrucci, who has been Siad Barre'’s ad- 
viser in Mogadishu for several years, wrote in EUROPEO. "A Somali party was 
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born in the shadow of Craxi: it includes Roberto Palleschi, undersecretary 
for foreign affairs, senator Margherita Boniver, Paolo Pilliteri, Lombard 
regional secretary (who has replaced Pestalozza and has written two books 
favoring Siad Barre for Sugar Co)..." 


At the beginning of this year, Bettino Craxi himself made a trip to Somalia. 
No one knows what his purpose was in going to that area. AVANTI spoke of the 
trip as follows: "Craxi...spoke about his recent trip to Somalia, a country 
friendly to Italy, where the members of the ruling class, though they speak 
Italian, have not yet been able to make themselves completely understood by 
Italy nor to present a clear picture, in all their gravity, of the ills by 
which Somalia is afflicted and the threats that are hanging over the country.” 


Bettino Craxi and the PSI are now staging a campaign to gain admission of Siad 
Barre's SRSP to the socialist international, in spite of the opposition of many 
European socialist parties. 


It is difficult to say what is behind all this. Certainly there is something 
that is not totally clear. 
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SOMALIA 


BRIEFS 


CIVIL SERVANTS LEARN ARABIC--A meeting organized to review the overall teach- 
ing of the Arabic language in the SDR was held this morning at the Ministry of 
Education. The minister for education, Challe Abdurahman Abdulle Shuke said 
that the teaching of Arabic throughout the SDR has to be implemented in all 
regions and districts of the SDR immediately. The minister added that it is 
compulsory for every civil servant to be able to read and write Arabic within 
the coming 6 months. [Summary] [£A030532 Mogadishu Domestic Service in 
Somalia 1115 GMT 2 Nov 83] 


QAT PLANT SPREADS-~Agriculture Minister Bile Ragle Gulaid has said that the 
qat plant had been slowly spreading in the country, the northern regions in 
particular, and this had put strains on the production capacity of those re- 
gions. He disclosed that at present there were 5,000 gat plantations with 12 
million gat trees. The minister urged the owners of those plants to destroy 
them before their scheduled deadline. He added that the ministry would assist 
in converting the gat plantations into other farms which would be of great 
benefit to the state and people. [Summary] [EA030532 Mogadishu Domestic Ser- 
vice in Somali 1115 GMT 25 Oet 83] 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


PROSPECTS FOR MULTIPARTY CONFERENCE UNCERTAIN 
Pretoria DIE AFRIKANER in Afrikaans 28 Sep 83 p 7 
(Report: "Uncertainty on Southwest Multiparty Conference." | 


[Text | There is uncertainty as to whether the multiparty conference now being 
planned in the Southwest will ever take place. Indications are that non-white 
parties which showed their intention to participate in such a conference are 
starting to change their minds for fear of loss of support to SWAPO. 


The parties which currently are involved in negotiations with respect to the con- 
ference are the DTA [Democratic Turnhalle Alliance], SWAPO-D, SWANU, the Damara 
Council and the Rehoboth Liberation Fronth. 


Reports from Windhoek indicate that some of the non-white political leaders in- 
volved in the discussions are beginning to come under pressure by their supporters 
not to cooperate with the DTA. There are accusations that the DTA is a “puppet” 
of the South African Government and that Mr Dirk Mudge’s party will be exploited 
by SWAPO. Leaders of the various non-white parties may come to the decision to 
disassociate themselves from the DTA for fear that some of their supporters might 


defect to SWAPO. 


Developments with respect to a potential multiparty conference follow an earlier 
failure of plans to bring about a State Council. The planned State Council failed 
because it took place on the initiative of the South African Government and some of 
the non-white parties had been unwilling to participate in such a body. The National 
Party of the Southwest also had stipulated detailed conditions for participation. 


Invitation 


Those parties meanwhile have not indicated whether they will participate in the 
planned multiparty conference. At a recent executive committee meeting it was de- 
cided first to wait for an invitation before a final decision is made on partici- 
pation. An invitation is supposed to be addressed to the NP on 4 October. 


The chief secretary of the DTA, Mr Johan de Waal, did not want to predict the pos- 
sible success of the conference when DIE AFRIKANER contacted him. Negotiations are 
continually taking place, and at this moment "it looks reasonably positive,” he said. 
Further discussions still have to be held, after which statements will be handed out. 
A date cannot be given yet for a first meeting of the conference. 
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According to Mr De Waal the objective of such a multiparty conference is to deliber- 
ate on the constitutional future of the Southwest. Although the South African 
Government has adopted United Nations Resolution #435, it is uncertain when it will 
be carried out. However, the goal is not the establishment of an interim government, 
and the parties will only negotiate on the tasks of internal political parties, said 
Mr De Waal. 


The HNP (Herstigte Nasionale Party | has already made it clear that it will not par- 
ticipate in any multiparty conference. 
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SOUTH AFKICA 


COLUMNIST’S ADVICE TO CHIEF BUTHELEZI 
Johannesburg RAPPORT in Afrikaans 25 Sep 83 p 16 
["In a Word” column by Willem de Klerk: “Open Letter to Chief Buthelezi” | 


[Text] I never write open letters in the press to a specific person. In addition 
to other objections, it is old-fashioned. I would, however, like Chief Gatsha 
Buthelezi to read this column (through his translators) and therefore I am addres- 


sing myself to him directly. 


I don’t blame him for also giving his strong opinion in the press on a no-vote in 
the referendum. He is a leader in his own right and he is respected. 


Neither is this a plea for him to keep his nose out of white politics. In our 
country everyone is involved in everyone's politics, for we are politically very 
interdependent. 


It is a pity that his sharp No statement resembles a sort of “conspiracy” between 


him and the PFP [ Progressive Federal Party!. The chief is doing himself a dis- 
favor by that, for he does not need Dr Van Zyl Slabbert--he has enough strength in 


his own person and function as Zulu leader to say what he thinks. 


Now it looks as if he is letting himself be used. Dr Van Zyl Slabbert gives an 
impression of weakness--also to his own influential people-- through his action 


to involve you. 


Chief Buthelezi probably knows what I am going to say now, but I also want to say 
it publicly. 


There are many influential people, including many Afrikaners, who are striving hard 
for an entirely new round of discussions with black leaders. 


New with respect to the structure of the discussions (a more permanent round table) 
and new with respect to the agenda (more concrete proposals on our settlement policy). 


Link ing, 


There is a strong and vivid emphasis, also among members of the government and the 
entire group of National Party members of parliament, on the following matterss 
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~-Strengthening of political communication with Chief Buthelezi, also with respect 
to the matter of the KwaZulu position in South African policy. 


--Black municipalities are not enough as self-governing institutions. Linking with 
local colored, white and Asian governments must be further developed. The devolu- 
tion of power to the local government level is a principle of the new constitution 
and the interests of black municipalities also require their having a say over 
their interests at that level in this devolution. 


The structure 4s to part-responsibility over joint affairs in South Africa must 

be settled rapidly now. A fourth chamber is not up for discussior in parliament. 
The government is talking of a confederation, but no one is committed to that idea. 
Here too, the agenda could be new for mutual negotiations. 


I want to remind the chief of statements by the government that those matters now 
are going to have the highest priority. In his last speech to parliament, the 
prime minister announced a new initiative on black/white policy. 


Corner 


/Against this background I am asking Chief Buthelezi not to compromise himself by 
a more radical trend in his policy. I am asking him, for the sake of the Zulu 
nation and South Africa, not to become painted into a corner./ No informed person 
would deny that the chief already has been subjected to many frustrations. 


His opportunity for meaningful negotiation is here now. If he, and the black 
policy, find the doors closed in 1984--and I don’t believe that for one moment-- 
he will get strong support from certain regions in knocking on closed doors, 


I believe that the chief's leadership is of such quality that he will not let 
himself be involved by people who now want to abuse his prominent name. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


JOHANNESBURG RADIO COMMENTS ON POLITICS WITH NEW CONSTITUTION 
MB040733 Johannesburg International Service in English 1500 GMI 3 Nov 83 
[Station commentary: "Looking Ahead"] 


[Text] Massive endorsement of a constitution better tailored to the needs of 
the South Africa of the 80's, that is the clear message conveyed by the out- 
come of Wednesday's referendum. Voters had flocked to the polls to provide 

a majority in favor of the implementation of the Republic of South Africa 
Constitution Bill that not even the most optimistic party spokesman had dared 
to predict. 


As commentators have been pointing out, support came from across the board, 
cutting through divisions of language, occupation, social level, or party 
affiliation. For a state that has taken its most important constitutional 
step since it was created, that fact is especially happy. The large margin 
and the broad spectrum of support for the step obviously enhances what con- 
stitutional experts speak of as the legitimacy of the new dispensation. 


On a more immediately practical level, it greatly strengthens the grounds 
for confidence that the new constitution will achive what it was designed 
for: Providing a dispensation in which South Africa's diverse communities, 
with the security or each guaranteed, will be able to work together harmonious- 
ly for the good of all. Such mandate as the voters have given smooths the 
path to what lies ahead. The country has entered an era in which politics 
will be more sophisticated, and certainly more difficult to conduct success- 
fully as the whole style of political activity changes. The oldstyle of 
confrontation politics, of simply securing a majority, however small, and 
thereafrer steamrolling all dissident voices cannot meet the needs of a 
community that is composed entirely of minorities that must somehow work 
together or fall apart in perpetual strife. 


As the architects of the new constitution have been at pains to point out, it 
will have to be characterized by a new style of consensus politics. It will 
require of politicians an expertise in consulting with different factions, 
seeking common ground, and pursuing goals through persuasion and negotiation. 
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Now the country’s white voters have given their political leaders a solid 

base from which to move into that new era. The prime minister is confident 

the new system can begin functioning in about 6 months’ time. First, the views 
of the colored and Indian communities will have to be tested, and consultations 
with leaders have already begun to determine how it should be done. And, 

many administrative arrangements obviously have to be made to ensure a smooth 
transition. These are necessary measures that remain to be taken, and more 
will be known about them in due course. For now, it is the verdict rendered 

by South Africa's white voters that rings out with clarity and faith in the 
future, a verdict in favor of evolutionary reform and national unity built on 
peace, prosperity, and security for all in this country. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


JOHANNESBURG COMMENTS ON MUZOREWA ARREST 
MB031537 Johannesburg International Service in English 0630 GMI 3 Nov 83 
[Station commentary] 


[Text] At one time he was known as the father of the revolution in Zimbabwe; 
today he is despised by the government of his country and recently had to spend 
several months in London because he feared for his life. That man is Joshua 
Nkomo, leader of the ZAPU party and also natural leader of the Matebele peo- 
ple. 


At one time he was the prime minister of Rhodesia-Zimbabwe; he is the leader 
of the UANC opposition party in Zimbabwe and a member of parliament; today, 
he is being held in custody, having been arrested by the Zimbabwean security 
police. That man is Bishop Abel Muzorewa. 


These incidents, together with many other pointers in Zimbabwe, such as the 
Wholesale slaughter of Matabele people by the Zimbabwean 5th Brigade, the 
persecution of Christians, and the erosion of press freedom, all indicate 
that Zimbabwe under Prime Minister Robert Mugabe is rapidly on the road to a 
dictatorship, which will definitely not be benevolent. Mr Joshua Nkomo has 
himself stated that there are fewer human rights in Zimbabwe today than there 
were under white rule. 


There has been considerable reaction to the move of arresting Bishop Muzorewa. 
Bishop Muzorewa's son Philemon has described his father's arrest as a stupid, 
irrational, and provocative move by the government. Another opposition lead- 
er, the Reverend Ndabaningi Sithole, told newsmen in Harare that he was shocked 
by the bishop's arrest. He accused the government of persecuting its politi- 
cal opponents and issued a warning that an explosion, as he put it, might 

soon take place. 


Meanwhile the only obvious sin that Muzorewa committed is that he called for 
establishment of diplomatic ties between Zimbabwe and Israel. However, the 
main thrust of criticism against him appears to accusations that he is plotting 
to overthrow the Mugabe government with the assistance of South Africa. In 
other words, South Africa once again becomes the scapegoat for Zimbabwe's 
internal troubles. ‘The tactic is laughably transparent, but the pity of it 

all is that respected leaders such as Bishop Muzorewa have to suffer as a 
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consequence. Prime Minister Robert Mugabe is ruining his country economi- 
cally. He is persecuting his political opponents. His armed forces are 
committing the most heinous deeds among the innocent; and he is eroding free- 
dom. 


Did anyone in Zimbabwe ever expect this to happen, following the high ideals 
set at the Lanchaster House talks preceding independence? More and more Zim- 


babwe, held up initially as an example for South Africa, is becoming an 
excellent example for South Africa not to follow. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


FAVORABLE TRADE BALANCE REPORTED FOR FIRST NINE MONTHS 


Jchannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 28 Oct 83 p 35 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


SOUTH Africa re- 
corded a favourable 
trade balance’ of 
R4 075,5-million over 
the first nine months of 
this year, according to 
preliminary trade stat- 
istics released in Pre- 
toria yesterday by the 
Commissioner for Cus- 
toms and Excise. 

Exports for the period 
January to September 
totalled R15 469,9-mil- 
lion, compared with total 
imports for the same 
period of R11 394,4-mil- 
lion. 

Both these figures 
compared favourably 
with the import and ex- 
port totals for the corre- 
sponding period in 1982, 
which were R14 087-mil- 
lion and R13 872,2-mil- 
lion respectively. 

The import and export 
figures reflected in the la- 
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test statement were ad- 
justed largely to bring 
them into line with the re- 
quirements for the compi- 
lation of the balance of 


payments. 

As in the correspond- 
ing period last year, 
Europe remained South 
Africa’s major trading 
partner, with i 
totalling R4 801,7-million 
(R6 013,6-million in 
1982) and exports stand- 
ing at R4 302,2-million 
(R4 015,5-million in 
1982). 

As far as exports were 
concerned, Asia remain- 
ed the Republic’s second 
major trading partner, 
with exports _total- 
ling R1 924,5-million 
(R1 930,2-million in 
1982). 

This was followed by 
(last year’s figures in 
brackets): America, with 
the figure standing 


at R1 428,9-million 
(R1 310,2-million), Afri- 
ca at R610,1-million 


(R681,7-million), and 
Oceania at R80,7-million 
(R92,5-million). 

America was the Re- 
public’s second major 
trading partner as far as 
imports were concerned, 
with the figure standing at 
R2 187,8-million (R2 425- 
million in 1982). 

This was followed by 
Asia at R1 910,9-million 
(R2 032,9-million), Afri- 
ca at  R211,2-million 
(R253,3-million), and 
Oceania R140,5-mullion 
(R152,4-million). 

Other unclassified 
goods and balance of pay- 
ments adjustments total- 
led R2 142,5-million 
(R3 209,8-million in 1982) 
for imports, and R7 102,6 
million (R5 815,7-million 
in 1982) for exports. — 
Sapa. 





SOUTH AFRICA 


HSRC REPORT SHOWS STRIKERS HURT FINANCIALLY 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 28 Oct 83 p 9 


[Text] Managers of South African companies that experienced strikes in 
1980 and 1981 felt striking workers had lost more financially than the 
company, according to a statement from the Human Sciences Research Council 
in Pretoria yesterday. 


Based on interviews with 126 company managers, it was found that, on 
average, strikes did not last long because the workers, while on strike, 
could not carry the financial losses suffered. 


Union involvement did not contribute to more than about 25 percent of the 
strikes, and management found strike leaders "demanding, intimidating, 
aggressive and/or militant.” 


The HSRC found communication between management and workers to be "very 
undirectional" with workers having little opportunity to communicate their 
needs to management. 


"Although proper channels for communication and negotiation exist, they 
are not utilised," the HSRC said. 


It was found that management preferred to treat striking workers "firmly 
but fairly." 


"Management was very much in control of the situation and did not change 
its approach or procedures for handling industrial relations significantly 
after the strikes. 


"Management could improve industrial relations by allowing staff members to 
specialise in industrial relations and by training middle and lower manage- 
ment in conflict management," it said. 


A more democratic consultative style of management could also lead to more 
worker satisfaction and less conflict, it added.--Sapa. 
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MABUZA WINS DEFAMATION SUIT AGAINST SABC 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 28 Oct 83 p 9 


[Article by Stephane Bothma] 


[Text] 


THE Pretoria Su- 
preme Court yesterday 
awarded R5 000 dam- 
ages to the Chief Ex- 
ecutive Councillor of 
KaNgwane, Mr Enos 
Mabuza, in his defa- 
mation claim against 
the SA _ Broadcasting 
Corporation. 


The court found that 
Mr Mabuza had been de- 
famed in SABC news pro- 
grammes on its national 
and regional radio and 
television channels. The 
news 1 had been 


heard throughout South 
Africa and elsewhere. 


The news reports stated 
that “nine chiefs from 
KaNgwane have begun 
holding talks near Mba- 
bane with the Swazi For- 
eign Minister, Mr Dhla- 
mini, on the planned in- 
corporation of the area 
into Swaziland. Several 
members of the dissolved 
Legislative Assembly of 
KaNgwane are also at- 
tending the talks. 

“The chiefs told a news 
conference that they had 
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sentences in the report 
had been defamatory in 
that it had meant that Mr 
Mabuza was a person of 
little or no moral charac- 
ter of values, that Mr Ma- 
buza was an u 
politician and that he had 
not conducted himself as 
a responsible official of 
his standing. 

Mr Wentzel further 
submitted that the reports 


also meant that Mr Mabu- 
za had in any event been 


cillor and that he had 
forced or threatened the 
chiefs to sign the petition 
by unlawful or improper 
means. 

He said the reports had 


lished by the SABC with 
the intent to injure the 


made at the height of the 
matter of the dissolution 
of the KaNgwane Gov- 
ernment by proclamation 
of the Government of 
South Africa with a view 
to the proposed incorpor- 
ation of KaNgwane into 
Swaziland. 

“Therefore the average 
man-in-the-street had lis- 
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R10 000 would be appro- 
priate, in that Mr Mabuza 
was a person, well re- 
spected by all population 
groups in the country 
whose reputation had 
been severely insulted. 


SANFA ROLE IN BLACK UNITY REPORTED 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 29 Oct 83 p 13 


[Text] 


CSO: 


SPORTS activity has a vi- 
tal role in the liberation 
of South Africa, and the 
development of soccer 
was an indication that 
Blacks could organise 
themselves to achieve 
their goals, 
Gatsha Buthelezi said 
last night. 


In a keynote address at a 
banquet celebrating the 
SOth anniversary of the 
South African National 
Football Association, 
Chief Buthelezi com- 
mended the Association 
for lasting so long 


against a background of 


African failure to organ- 
ise efficiently. 

“If we did not have such a 
deep trait of quarrelling 
over inconsequential 


things, our struggle for 
liberation would today 
be far more advanced 


than it now is. 


“It is against this back- 


ground of African be- 


haviour when it comes 
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Chief 


to organisations that we 
must appreciate the im- 
portance of SANFA hav- 
undesirable. 

of time ,”’ Chief Buthele- 
Zi said. 


integrated 


SANFA, now fully inte- 
grated, was the force 
behind the  establish- 
ment of Black soccer 50) 
years ago. Its president, 
Mr George Thabe, was 
one of the founders of 
the National Profession- 
al Soccer League in 
1977. 

Chief Buthelezi said: 
“Soccer faces the chal- 
lenge which the people 
face, not to be diverted 
from what lays before 
us, but at the same time 
not to abandon those 
very values which make 
our struggle the noble 


struggle it is.”’ 
The people 
Buthelezi, the Chief Min- 


ister of KwaZulu and 
President of the 
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730 000-strong Inkatha 
movement, urged that 
sportsmen be allowed to 
decide what spor 
should do and it was for 
outsiders “the people” 
to take issue on any dis- 
agreements. 


“Soccer is Black South 
Africa’s second religion 
— to some it is their first 
religion and to some it is 
their only religion,”’ he 
said. 


Brutality 


He called for the end of 
the “brutality of apart- 

He said the Black man’s 
struggle should not ex- 
clude the “normal, 
sane, healthy and soul- 
salvaging activities of 
mankind.” 


The Inkatha leader said 
people had to employ a 
wide range of strategies 
to progress “from apart- 
heid madness to demo- 
cratic sanity. — 








SOUTH AFRICA 


COLORED‘'S ROLE IN BETTERMENT OF BLACKS 


Johannesburg RAPPORT in Afrikaans 2 Oct 83 p 14 


.: 
| 


[Report by Gus Adams: "General Hertzog and Today's Choice." |] 


[Text | It is interesting to reflect on the question of what South Africa would 


have looked like today if Coloreds had not been privileged over blacks in the past. 
We certainly have enjoyed rights which blacks did not obtain, whether we know it 


or admit it, and whether we approve of it or not. 


Certainly the most important areas are those of land ownership and employment. 
Coloreds can obtain land in all the provinces in their own right and name; blacks 
Cannot do so outside of certain areas. The industrial legislation of the early 
twenties allowed Coloreds to enter into negotiations through labor unions, while 
blacks did not obtain the same rights. 


These two regulations thus have allowed Coloreds to develop strong communities, 
especially in West Capeland because of numbers but also in other parts of the 
country. A reasonably strong category of industrial workers arose in the factories 
as well as in the construction industry, clothing-, leather-, furniture- and other 


industries. 


With a good economic base we were able to let our children continue their educa- 
tion, to buy and build houses, and we were also able to motivate our children to 
even higher achievements, while the blacks did not have the same incentive. 


In those early twenties, the big slogan of white politics was the retention and 
preservation of white standards of living. They were also called by different 
names, such as civilized standards, but in fact it came down to white standards. 
For the common man that meant preservation of white domination. 


But as recently as 1925 (and that is indeed recently), the great Afrikaner, General 
Hertzog, pleaded with the whites for acceptance of the Coloreds as fellow citizens. 
For that matter, certain parts of speeches made now by cabinet ministers could have 
come directly from Hertzog’s Smithfield speech in 1925. 


But there was a twist to it. In 1926 Hertzog came forth with his four bills which 


on the one hand were intended to expand the rights of the Coloreds, including into 
the Northern provinces, and on the other hand to curtail the rights of blacks. 
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Dr Abdurahman and the APO [African Political Organization] would not accept that 
because it would mean an actual decrease in the rights of blacks. That legis- 
lation was halted. 


Back to our reflection. While Abdurahman and the APO refused to have blacks‘ 
rights taken away, they nevertheless managed to enjoy rights at the economic level 
and to use things which could not be obtained by blacks. Were those double 
Standards? Or were they simply the hard facts of life which could not be avoided? 


Now that today there are certain proposals before the country to give rights to 
coloreds, but not to blacks, is that the same choice as that in 1926 for APO? 

In 1926 the blacks would lose something they [APO | did enjoy; in 1983 nothing is 
being taken away, but neither is anything added. Is that the same thing? Or should 
one say perhaps that the times have changed? It is a difficult problem. 


But let's say that the coloreds did accept Hertzog'’s offer in 1926; then there is 
a whole series of possibilities. Perhaps the greatest change would not have come 
about directly on the political front, but on the economic one. 


The mere presence of Coloreds in electoral divisions in the northern provinces, 
primarily Transvaal, would have strengthened their bargaining power over the coun- 
try. The swing of labor, that is to say the labor unions, perhaps would not have 


been so much to the right. 


The great tendency in those years was toward the right, with a coalition govern- 
ment between Nationalists and the Labor Party. The latter tried to strengthen the 
interests of the white worker. Perhaps the oloreds could have kept the blacks’ 
wages and working conditions from being affected. Perhaps they could have worked for 


the recovery of the political rights of blacks. 


On the other hand, the coloreds might have formed such strong ties with their newly 
found colleagues, the whites, that they could have turned their backs entirely on 
blacks. However, one must keep in mind the fact that there was indeed strong sym- 
pathy for the rights of blacks, as is evidenced by the actual decision of 1926. 


Could that have disappeared so easily? 


Of course we do not know what the answer would be to these reflections. It does 
show, however, that one of the most important factors in such a game is the caliber 
of the men who must give leadership at a moment of decisionmaking. 


8700 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


WHITE BARGAINING POWER IMPAIRED BY DIVISION 


Capetown DIE BURGER in Afrikaans 4 Oct 83 p 12 
[Editorials "White Division 9] 


[Text | In two of South Africa's neighboring areas, Zimbabwe and the Southwest, a 
process of division has been taking place among whites for a considerable time al- 
ready, which ultimately could lead to irreparable damage to themselves. The circus 
Stances are not identical, but there are strong similarities. 


The whites of Zimbabwe are a minority group under an independent black government, 
but in the Lancaster House deliberation which preceded black independence certain 
guarantees for the interests of the whites were stipulated. Although they no longer 
get to play a decisive role on the purely political level, their expertise in a 
broader area has assured them of remaining a factor which must thoroughly be taken 


into account. 


At the political level the party of Mr Ian Smith, who for many years was the undis- 
puted leader of the whites, became the minority party among whites after an interim 
election. That is the result of a process of political division which has been 
taking place for a long time. Now the danger exists that if this division were to 
be extended also to areas outside of politics, the bargaining power of whites never- 
theless to help retain certain values in Zimbabwe could be seriously impaired. 


In the Southwest, which is not yet independent but where the real danger exists 
that SWAPO may get its way through terror and intimidation, it seems as if the 
whites, who ought to play an even more important role than the whites of Zimbabwe, 
are drifting more and more apart. This might cost them, and the Southwest, dearly. 
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SOUTH AFKICA 


CONSERVATIVE PARTY ACCUSED OF VACILLATING 
Pretoria BEELD in Afrikaans 39 Sep 83 p 10 


[Editorials "Ulterior Motives” | 


[Text | The fact that the newspaper of the KP [Conservative Party] placed 
Mr P.W. Botha’s signature under an article written by Mr M.C. Botha could easily 
be jokingly dismissed as an amateurish act of clumsiness. Unfortunately it is a 


more serious matter. 


The signature incident is another episode in the continually growing story of 
conscious attempts to confuse credulous voters with political half-truths. 


How many times hasn’t KP Leader Dr Andries Treurnicht said one thing while he 

meant something else? Isn't Dr Connie Mulder talking of a magic formula to pro- 
mote a matter--while in reality he wants it to fail? Aren't the KP leaders con- 
demning policy aspects of the National Party now which they had enthusiastically 


supported until recently? 


If now the KP is trying to pretend that Mr P.W.Botha in 1968 still was an advo- 
cate of a colored homeland, it is only trying to take attention away from some- 
thing which is actually trues the fact that Dr Treurnicht first rejected such a 
homeland and now advocates it. 


We don't mind that the KP doesn’t care whether its political morning- and evening 
chats are in agreement. However, it should not attribute ulterior motives to 


others, 


The times are too serious for playing games. Dr Treurnicht ought to go the 
honorable route by admi‘ting guilt through his party's newspaper--and apologizing 
in that manner. He has already had the opportunity to do so but hasn’t done it. 


8700 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


BRIEFS 


MORE STRIKERS--Another 1 000 Reef workers yesterday went on strike over 
wage demands, adding to the more than 3 000 workers who this week downed 
tools over wages and recognition of unions. More than 20 workers at Gold 
Smith Company, Johannesburg downed tools yesterday after management had 
sacked a shop steward of the African Allied Workers’ Union. Management 
said the workers had fired themselves by going on strike. More than 250 
workers at Nampak Tissue in Pretoria West ended their two-day strike in 
protest against the company’s refusal to accept pay increases demanded 

by the employees. Nampak's general manager, Mr Frans Herman, said the 
company would enter into negotiations with the workers’ representative on 
condition that the strike ended immediately. Workers at Rosslyn Company 
continued a strike today over the expulsion of a colleague. Some 450 
workers from the Asea Electric Cable Company began the strike on Tuesday. 
More than 200 workers stopped work at Carborundum Universal factory in 
Kempton Road, Port Elizabeth yesterday after seven security guards were 
retrenched, The local Metai and Allied Workers’ Union representative said 
the workers downed tools after they had complained that they had been paid 
for 45 hours when they claimed they worked 60 hours a week. Management 
then called workers and told them that seven of them had been retrenched. 
The workers then decided to down tools. Management was not available for 
comment. [Text] [Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 28 Oct 83 p 2] 


RESETTLEMENT TOWN ENLARGED--The first phase of Khayelitsha--the town for 
blacks near Swartklip where the government hopes to house about 200 000 
people--has been extended to include sites for 4 000 more families. The 
Administration Board and the Department of Co-operation and Development had 
initially planned to settle 1 000 families in the area. About 1090 families 
have already been moved there. Mr Franko Maritz, chairman of the Board, 
said the Khayelitsha Planning Committee had decided to extend the plan 

for economic reasons and better planning. The first phase would include 
self-help schemes and possibly home ownership, if approved by the govern- 
ment. People who wished to build their own homes would be given prefer- 
ence. Planners hoped to have the 5 000 sites cleared by the middle of 

next year. It was hoped to have moved the 5 000 families to Khayelitsha 

in less than three years “or even 18 months.” Mr Maritz said the first 
phase would have all the services and facilities of a small town such as 
Malmesbury. He would not comment when asked whether the change of plan 

had anything to do with a recent statement by the Deputy Minister of 
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Co-operation, Mr G de VY Morrison that Crossroads was not being regarded 
as permanent and that residents from the camp would be dispersed in the 
new township. [Text] [Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 28 Oct 83 p 2] 


THOZAMILE GOWETA APPEARANCE--Mr Thozamile Gqweta, president of the South 
African Allied Workers’ Union (SAAWU) made a surprise appearance in 
Johannesburg yesterday after being in hiding for close to two months. He 
was at a Press conference held jointly by SAAWU and the United Democratic 
Front (UDF) at Khotso House, where he told journalists that there was no 
hope of an immediate return to normality in Ciskei, where hundreds of 
people have been detained since the beginning of a bus boycott last month. 
He said atrocities were going on and that people suspected to have been 
killed by Chief Lennox Sebe's forces were between 60 and 90, as opposed 

to the seven reported by the Ciskeian Government. Responding to a warning 
by the US Government to its citizens not to travel in Ciskei because of the 
dangerous situation there, Mr Gqweta said the US Government should put 
pressure on the South African Government to intervene in the chaos in 
Ciskei. The UDF's publicity secretary, Mr Mosiuoa "Terror" Lekota, said 
that during the coming weekend, starting from today, it would have to be 
demonstrated fully to the world that the new constitution did not enjoy 
popular support. There would be the tolling of bells every hour in Durban 
on Saturday night and tonight vigils will be held in Alexandra and Bosmont. 
[Text] [Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 28 Oct 83 p 2] 


BLACKS SEEK HARMONY--Blacks want racial harmony more than Whites, according 
to a commercial research company in Johannesburg. In its "sociomonitor” 
report released yesterday, Market Research Africa says the desire for 
racial harmony decreased steadily among Whites since the first such survey 
in 1978. Women tended to be more in favour of racial harmony than men. 
This appeared to be true of English-speaking women generally and Afrikaans- 
speaking women with matriculation. The lowest desire for racial harmony 
was found among 16-24 year-old Afrikaans-speaking men with some high school 
education. There was strong support from Blacks in higher income homes and 
who had 4 matric or post matric education. Results since 1978 indicated 
that desire for racial interaction and understanding increased directly 
with education and income. Sociomonitor is an ongoing syndicated research 
programme designed to monitor the changing values and motivations of 
literate urban Whites and Blacks in South Africa.--Sapa. [Text] 
{Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 29 Oct 83 p 8] 


EXTRA-LONG WEEKEND--South Africans will enjoy an extra-long weekend next 
year. The long weekend has been declared for 1984 because Ascension Day 

and Republic Day both occur on Thursday, May 31 and the government has 
decided to declare Friday, June 1, 1984 a public holiday. Ina statement 

in Pretoria yesterday the Prime Minister, Mr P W Botha, said he had received 
numerous representations from cultural and sports organisations in view of 
the fact that the two days coincided. Festivities, sports functions and 
other activities normally held on Republic Day could thus be held on the 
Friday.--Sapa. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 29 Oct 83 p 3] 


EUROPEANS SUPPORT UDF--European politicians and community organisations 
supported the United Democratic Front and were concerned about recent 


72 





disturbances in Ciskei, a former South African student leader said in 
Johannesburg yesterday. Mr Auret van Heerden, former president of the 
National Union of South African Students, was speaking about his recent 
visit to Europe to inform various concerned organisations about South 
Africa. He said he was “horrified” at the lack of information about the 
"real situation experienced on a daily basis”.—Sapa. [Text] [Johannesburg 
THE CITIZEN in English 28 Oct 83 p 5] 


COLONEL MAKUZENI DETAINED--Bisho.--The Ciskei head of security police, 
Colonel Zebulon Makuzeni, confirmed yesterday the detention of a security 
police officer at the weekend. Col Makuzeni said Captain Phumelele Landu 
had been detained under Section 26 of the Ciskeian National Security Act. 
Capt Landu was once a right-hand man of the former Command-in-Chief of 

State Security in Ciskei, Lefutenant-General Charles Sebe, who is also 

in detention.--Sapa. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 28 Oct 83 


p 5] 


BLACKS VOTERS’ SURVEY--Between 38 and 46 percent of eligible voters in 
Soweto intend to vote during the coming elections under the new Black 
Local Authorities Act. A Statement released by the Urban foundation today 
quoted figures from an independent survey conducted in Soweto during 
October. The results were based on responses to questions put to a random 
sample of 400 people, all of whom are eligible to vote on November 26 in 
terms of the increased local franchise regulations under the new act. Dr 
Robin Lee, director of Planning and Development at the foundation, said 
only eight percent of those questioned actually voted in the last elec- 
tions for community councils. It appears that there has been a change of 
attitude if the findings of the survey are compared to the actual voting 
percentages in the last elections. However, the "don't knows” are still 
high and indicate a need for further information and discussion through the 
media and other channels. The urban foundation, according to Dr Lee, 
played an important role in amending the local authority bills introduced 
in 1980 into an “acceptable form". "We were interested to see whether the 
publicity given to this had made an impact on public opinion” said Dr Lee. 
[Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 28 Oct 83 p 4] 


SOSHANGUVE-PRETORIA ROAD--Thousands of Black commuters to Pretoria every 
day from the homeland townships of Soshanguve and Mabopane yesterday 
received their own, R70-million throughway. The final stage of the 25 km 
project was formally opened by the Administrator, Mr Willem Cruywagen-- 
in a move that the authorities hope will end the potential “explosion” 
point of inadequate road facilities. The old narrow road to the towns has 
been one of Pretoria's major accident areas for years past--and various 
authorities have warned that conditions could result in inflamed tempers 
and possible recriminations among the Blacks of the towns. The road, 
together with the completion recently of the doubled railway iine to the 
area, will make commuting much easier in future for the Blacks. Mr 
Cruywagen said, when opening the road yesterday, that it means easier 
travel to work on a highspeed freeway—a road that would easily take the 
50 000 vehicles a day travelling between Pretoria and the townships. 
About 1 000 of the daily vehicle load was made up of buses, he said. The 
road would also cope with increasing car ownership among Blacks--owner- 
ship which is expected to increase 20-fold by the turn of the century. 
[Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 28 Oct 83 p 14] 
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SOVIET SHIPS IN MOZAMBIQUE--Pretoria--At present there are Soviet war ships in the 
territorial waters of Mozambique, but the Souch African Fleet sees nothing “sinis- 
ter" in that. A spokesman for the Fleet said yesterday that the Fleet has Leen 
aware of the presence of Soviet ships near Mozambique for a considerable length 

of time. They include a landing ship and a Krewak Frigate. Small Soviet flotillas 
regularly come to Mozambique territorial waters according to the spokesman. In 
fact, there are Soviet research ships in the Indian Ocean continuaily. Those ships 
mainly do satellite monitoring work. (Text _Capetown DIE BURGER in Afrikaans 20 Sep 
83 p 4. 8700 
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SWAZILAND 


NEW HARSH SEDITION LAWS BEING DRAFTED 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 14 Oct 83 p 5 


[Text } 


MBABANE. — Drasti- 
cally increased penalties 
would be imposed on 
people convicted of sedi- 
tion in Swaziland when 
new legislation, at present 
being drafted, becomes 
law, Mbabane’s senior 
magistrate said. 

The new penalties 
would increase the pres 
ent penalty of two years’ 
imprisonment or a R200 
fine to up to 20 years im- 
prisonment or a R20 000 
fine or both. 

The magistrate, Mr Re- 
gionald Diadla, said this 
when he granted bail of 
R200 each to four Swazi 
women charged with al- 
legedly printing and dis- 
tributing seditious pam- 
phiets 

The four are: Mrs Ink- 
hosikati Lamndzebelie, 
wife of Prince Gabheni, 
former Home Affairs 
Minister, Miss Maria Sija- 
bisile Tshabalala, Miss 
Khtsele Diamim and Miss 
Cefiwe Diamim 


CSO: 4400/145 


Mr Diadla said: ‘The 
elders of the nation are 
extremely concerned 
about the distribution of 
seditious pamphiets 
which aim to incite the 
people to revolt and 
strike and which insult the 
leaders and monarchy.” 


A fifth woman who ap- 
peared in the same court 


on Wednesday, Mrs Mary 
Khanya, Senior Inspector 
of Schools, was also 
granted bail following her 
arrest on a charge of sedi- 
tion, while Mr Mark 
Shongwe, an accountant 
in the district education 
office at Siteki (eastern 
Swaziland) was granted 


bail of R150 when he ap- 
peared in the High Court 
on a charge of sedition. 

About a dozen people 
have © far been charged 
with sedition in connec- 
tion with the recent politi- 
cal unrest in Swaziland 
and are awaiting the com- 
pletion of police investi- 
gations. — Sapa 














COUNTRY EAGEK FOR SOUTH AFRICAN INVESTMENT 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 19 Oct 83 p 26 


[Text ] 


THANKS (to _ the 
friendly reiations es- 
tablished between 
South Africa and Swa- 
ziland by the late King 
Sobhuza, the two 
countries are living in 
peace with one another 
to do business, Prince 
Masitsela, chairman of 
the National Industrial 
Development Cor- 
poration of Swaziland, 
tol] more than 300 
b- «anessmen in Johan- 
ne ,bur g. 

The conference which 
wus hosted by Safto and 
chaired by Dr P K Hoo- 
gendyk, director of com- 
panies, was convened to 
attract South African in- 
vestment to Swaziland. 


Prince Masitsela as 
cured the conference that 
foreign investment in 
Swaziland would be 
scure because Swazis 
were naturally adverse to 
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SWAZILAND 


CONFERENCE EXPECTED TO BRING IN FOREIGN MONEY 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English 17 Sep 83 p ll 
[Article by Malcolm Fothergill] 


[Text] A sizeable injection of foreign money seems to be heading Swazi- 
land's way, thanks to a conference being organised by the South African 
Foreign Trade Organisation (Safto). 


The conference, in Johannesburg on October 17, is being held to tell South 
African, American, European and Asian businessmen of the advantages of 
investing in Swaziland. 


A similar conference on Lesotho some years back led to a big inflow of 
foreign funds, especially from Taiwan. 


About 150 delegates, including many from multinational companies, are 
expected. 


They will be told of the advantages of investing in Swaziland--advantages 
which in Safto's view include a strong commitment to private enterprise and 
a rapidly developing infrastructure. 


This includes hydroelectric plants and industrial townships, allied to a 
level of expertise that has led the South African motor trade, for instance, 
to accept components made in Swaziland. 


Swaziland has already enjoyed considerable success in attracting foreign 
investment to help it develop its commercial and industrial sectors. In 
recent years a number of South African, Japanese and Western European 
companies have established themselves in the country. 


Part of next month's conference, being presented by the National Industrial 
Development Corporation of Swaziland, will consist of the case histories of 
three such firms--YKK Zips of Japan, Beral of Germany and Swazi Mills, 
which was set up in 1958 with the help of Premier Milling. 


Among the speakers will be the chairman of the NIDCS, Prince Masitsela, and 
the Minister for Commerce, Industry, Mines and Tourism, Prince Nqaba. Con- 
ference chairman will be Dr P. J. Hoogendyk, a director of companies whose 

business interests include tnvestments in Swaziland. 
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SWAZILAND 


MIXED OUTLOOK PREDICTED FOR SUGAR CROP 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 20 Oct 83 p 12 


[Text] Mbabane--Despite the worst drought in Swaziland's history one of 
the country’s major sugar companies has announced that it is heading for 
a record crop this year. 


The general manager of Ubombo Sugar Ranches at Big Bend in Swaziland's 
east central lowveld, Dr Gerald Gosnel, said despite serious drought- 
related problems the company's sugar crop this year will exceed 137,500 
tons--the largest ever. 


Dr Gosnel said he attributed this year's record yield to a number of fac- 
tors, the main one being the company's expansion programme which has been 
carried out successfully over the past five years. 


Another main factor was that they had just managed on the available irriga- 
tion water left in the dams, despite the fact that of the estate's two 

main water sources the Ingwavuma River had dried up completely and the 
Great Usutu River was dangerously low. 


Another major sugar company in northern Swaziland, Mhlume Sugar (Swazi-~ 
land Ltd), has announced a major cut-back in the areas under cane. The 
company's Press liaison officer, Mr Terrence Mndinizo, said 500 hectares 
will have to be ploughed out and many fields cannot be fertilised because 
of the lack of sufficient irrigation water.--Sapa. 
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SWAZILAND 


RIOT POLICE DISPERSE SWAZI GROUP IN PRETORIA 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 19 Oct 83 p 8 


[Text] Riot policemen yesterday ordered two busloads of Swazi's in tribal 
dress to disperse into groups of no more than eight after the men and 
women had gathered .o support their chief in an urgent applicatio. in the 
Pretoria Supreme Court. 


The Chief of the Mpoleni Tribe, Mr J. M. Dhlamini, yesterday intended 
bringing an urgent application to have the recent elections held in Kang- 
wane declared null and void, because the Chief Executive Councillor of the 
Kangwane Legislative Assembly, Mr B. Mabuza, allegedly failed to follow 
the constitution in the June elections. 


The lodging of the application was postponed until today. 


According to Mr Dhlamini, the secretary of the assembly should have invited 
all the chiefs to contest the election, but allegedly only Mr Mabuza's 
supporters had been invited. 


The tribesmen were dispersed by the Riot Squad in terms of the Riotous 
Assemblies Act. 


A court orderly at the Pretoria Supreme Court, yesterday also asked three 
of the tribesmen to leave the court because they were wearing tribal dress 
and not suits with ties. 


The assistant registrar of the Supreme Court, Mr Dawie Scholtz, later gave 
permission for the men to attend court. 


According to a spokesman for the group of about 400 Swazi's, they will not 
be able to attend court today and will have to return to the Eastern 
Transvaal because they cannot afford another day's rent for the buses. 


Mr Mabuza is not in favour of the incorporation of Kangwane into Swaziland. 
Mr Dhlamini, however, supports the move. 


Hundreds of tribesmen dressed in bright pink, orange and red robes with 


feathers in their hair quietly milled around Mr Dhlamini who was dressed 
in a smart black suit. 


79 








Two of the women supporters carried a crate of bananas from one of the 
buses onto Church Square, opposite the Palice of Justice to keep the 
people fed. 


The tribesmen quietly obeyed the police orders, although they had difficulty 
in understanding both English and Afrikaans, and milled around Church 
Square for some time.--Sapa. 
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SWAZILAND 


BRIEFS 


NATIONAL YOUTH SERVICE PLAN--Mbabane--The Swaziland Government is to intro- 
duce compulsory national service in the near future for all young men in 
the country. The Prime Minister, Prince Bhekimpi, accepted a motion for 
the introduction of national service by an MP, Mr O. Z. Dlamini, in the 
House of Assembly on Tuesday. Under the scheme all young men on reaching 
the age of 19 will be required to do a two-year period of national service. 
Mr Dlamini told the house he wished to emphasise the national service force 
would not be part of the Swaziland defence force. He said the service 
would concentrate on teaching useful skilis such as crafts and agriculture 
as well as instilling in the boys a sense of discipline and national 
respect. He saic at present it was not easy for the country to provide 
jobs for the thousands of young school-leavers and many were resorting to 
crime. He said: "If these young people had been taught skills and crafts 
as well as self-respect and national respect after they had left school 
they would become useful in the development of their country."--SAPA [Text] 
{Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 22 Sep 83 p 14] 
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TANZANIA 


IRINGA REGIONAL COMMISSIONER DISCUSSES FOOD, CASH CROP PURCHASES 
Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 28 Oct 83 p 3 
[Article by Attilio Tagalile] 


[Text] A TOTAL of over 70m/- has so far been spent by crop authorities to 
purchase food and cash crops from peasants in Iringa Region. 


The Iringa Regional Commissioner, Ndugu Athumani Kabongo, said in a telephone 
interview from Iringa yesterday that until late last week, the National 
Milling Corporation (NMC) in the region had bought 15,386 tonnes of food crops 
valued at 34,387,895/-. 


He said the General Agricultural Products Exports Corporation (GAPEX) in the 
region had until late last week bought from peasants 1,796 tonnes of tobacco 
worth 34,762,028/85. 


He further said CAPEX had also bought 203 tonnes of pyrethrum worth 
2,562,336/-. The target, he said, was to collect 1,205 tonnes of pyrethrum. 


GAPEX had also bought 161 tonnes of oil seeds, he said, without giving the 
value of the crop nor the target. 


He said out of 15,386 tonnes of food crops, maize accounted for 14,522 tonnes 
while the rest were beans, millet and wheat. The target, he said, was to col- 
lect 27,000 tonnes of maize. 


Ndugu Kabongo said the region had so far received 186,900 gunny bags from the 
NMC. The region's requirement stood at 300,000, he said, adding that the flow 
of gunny bags from Dar es Salaam to Iringa was encouraging. 


He said the NMC General Manager, Ndugu Elisa Mollel, told him yesterday that a 
consignment of 15,000 gunny bags had been set aside for the region and would 
be transported to Iringa starting today. 


Commenting on preparations for the forthcoming farming season, Ndugu Kabongo 
said the region had so far received 102,728 hoes which had already been dis- 
tributed to the peasants. The region requirement stood at 300,000 hoes, he 


added. 
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Ndugu Kabongo said the region had also received 31,920 pangas, 1150 ploughs 
and 16,000 plough-shares which would go a long way toward solving actue short- 
age of plough-shares in the region. 


Fertilizer requirements in the region, he said, stood at 60,000 tonnes per 
annum, which is half of the annual production of the Tanga-based Tanzania 
Fertilizer Company (TFC). The region had so far received 15,040 tonnes, he 
added. 


He said a further consignment of 4,500 tonnes of fertilizer was on its way to 
Iringa. He said 1,500 would come by road while the rest would be hauled by 
the Tanzania Zambia Railways to Makambako from where it would be distributed 
in the region. 


A few days ago, he said, the NMC dispatched four ten-tone trucks to help in 
hauling food crops from the hilly part of the region where the roads were nar- 
row and could not be traversed by heavier vehicles. 


Although the region had adequate trucks for hauling food and cash crops, the 
snag lay in the actue shortage of tyres and tubes, he said. 


Ndugu Kabongo said the region had sent a telex message to the Arusha-based 


General Tyre requesting urgent provision of tyres and tubes for heavy trucks 
but had so far received no response. 
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TANZANIA 


MINISTER DISCUSSES TRACTOR ALLOCATION, MOTOR DEVELOPMENT 
Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 27 Oct 83 pl 
[Article by Daniel Mshana] 


[Text] PARASTATAL organisations owning large farms and regions lacking ani- 
mals for ox-drawn ploughs will be given priority in the provision of Valmet 
tractors now being assembled here to double their crop production. 


The Minister for Industries, Ndugu Basil Mramba, said this yesterday when 
opening the Valmet Tractor Assembly Line jointly owned by the Valmet Company 
of Finland, the Tanzania Tractor Manufacturing Company (TRAMA) and the State 
Motor Corporation (SMC). 


The Minister said had the Government not faced acute foreign exchange con- 
straints, many tractors would have been imported to meet the national demand 
which he put at 3,000 tractors this year. 


Assemblying of tractors in Tanzania had to be viewed in the context of the 
country's current emphasis on the development of agriculture, he stressed. 


"This Tractor Assembly Line fits in well with the overall concept of the de- 
velopment of the strong farm implements industry as part of the new agricul- 
tural policy”, he added. 


Ndugu Mramba said his Ministry would develop the motor industry along five 
lines. The first one was the assemblying of heavy trucks and buses of eight 
Or more tonnes as currently being undertaken by the Tanzania Automobile Manu- 
facturing Company (TAMCO) here. 


The second line was tine assemblying and eventual manufacturing of Light com- 
mercial vehicles of below eight tonnes, including small pick ups and tippers, 
he said, 


The third line, the Minister said, was the assemblying of four wheel-drive 
vehicles which were useful in rural areas. For this line, Ndugu Mramba said, 
negotiations with a foreign firm had reached advanced stage for setting up a 
plant on two major phases. 


84 








The phases were the systematic reconditioning of Land Rovers and the assem- 
blying and eventual manufacturing of Land Rovers, he said. 


Ndugu Mramba said the last phase was the development of the motor component 
manufacturing facilities such as springs, radiators, filters, exhausts and 
silencers by both public and private firms. 


To this end, he added, the SMC had already prepared a comprehensive study on 
the component manufacturing industry which would guide various project pro- 
files for the industrial sector. 


The Minister advised the SMC and foreign collaborators to start discussions 
aimed at putting up common component manufacturing facilities. 


He said the success of these joint ventures would ultimately not be judged by 


how many tractors were produced, but rather the degree of “localization.” "We 
should aim at 6f wer cent localisation in ten years”, he added. 
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TANZANIA 


TANALEC SIGNS CONTRACT WITH MAPUTO ELECTRICAL FIRM FOR SUPPLY OF TRANSFORMERS 
Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 28 Oct 83 pl 


{Text} THE Tanzania Electrical Goods Manufacturing Company Limited (TANALEC) 
has signed a contract with a Maputo electrical goods firm, Electricidade de 
Mocambique for the supply of 90 high voltage transformers. 


TANELEC General Manager, Ndugu Gorm Gundersen, said in Arusha yesterday the 
first consignment of 40 transformers would be shipped to Maputo next month. 
The remaining consignment would be delivered by the end of February next year. 


Ndugu Gundersen said the exercise was part of TANELEC's long-term plan of ex- 
panding into export markets, to earn foreign exchange for the country. 


He said the export marketing of transformers from TANELEC to neighbouring 
countries had been intensified during the last six months, adding that at 
present negotiations were underway to secure similar orders from Uganda. 


Ndugu Gundersen also said TANELEC maintained a flight calibration aircraft, 
which rendered services of checking safe operations of air navigational aids. 


The company's flight calibration aircraft service, which is equipped with ad- 
vanced electronic equipment and crew of specialists, had been rendering suc- 
cessful flight safety services to Tanzania and Mozambique for the past year he 
said, 


According to Ndugu Gundersen, TANELEC, flight calibration aircraft was, mean- 
while, working on contracts to check safe operations of air navigations aids 
for Sierra Leone, Angola and Zambia. TANELEC has also received orders for the 
same services from Botswana and Malawi. 


"This service, in addition to earning valuable foreign currency for Tanzania, 
also serves SADCC States in their efforts to free them from reliance on racist 
South Africa," he said. 


He said that in response to the. growing demand for the company's flight safety 
services for African States, TANELEC was seeking to finance an expansion of 
the service's capacity to enable it widen the export market. 


TANELEC which started producing electrical goods at its Arusha-based factory 
gome two years ago, also manufactures electrical switch-gears widely used by 
TANESCO in rural electrification, and electric cookers and flight fittings fo. 
local use. 
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TANZANIA 


SOKOINE STRESSES NEED FOR COLLECTIVE LEADERSHIP 
Dar es Salaam SUNDAY NEWS in Engli-~'1 30 Oct 83 pl 
{Article by Daniel Mshana] 


[Text] THE Prime Minister, Ndugu Edward Sokoine said yesterday it was the 
responsibility of the Party and Government to create a strong government which 
would effectively implement the nation's policies. 


Talking to tutors of the Kivukoni Party Ideological College in Dar es Salaam, 
Ndugu Sokoine also stressed the need for mobilising the people to ensure their 
full participation in implementation of the nation’s objectives. 


He said the Party and Government should set up effective organs for collective 
leadership to ensure that people's representatives were involved in decision 
making on various issues affecting the nation. 


The Prime Minister told the tutors that not many people had fully understood 
that it was only through the development of villages, where 90 per cent of the 
people live that could bring meaningful changes in the society. 


"But to speed up rural development implies that we must fight archaic tradi- 
tional beliefs and promote progressive cultural values. It also means we 
should send more agricultural experts to rural areas to advise peasants on how 
best to boost crop production,” he said. 


Ndugu Sokoine also stressed the need for the Party to educate peasants to en- 
able them understand the nations policies within the principles of Ujamaa and 
self-reliance. 


On the parastatal sector, Ndugu Sokoine said thai the Party and Government 
would continue to support it, adding that, there was ample room for expansion 
of public activities in the country considering abundant resources which have 
not been fully tapped. 


He urged public firms which incurred losses to do their best to reverse the 
trend. He said such firms were a burden to peasants and workers. 
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Ndudu Sokoine also said the CCM Government was waging a war against economic 
saboteurs and the jobless in order to protect interests of the toiling masses. 


Ndugu Sokoine called on individuals and institutions to work even harder to 
speed up the nation’s economic recovery programme. 
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TANZANIA 


BRIEFS 


MARITIME AGREEMENT WITH BELGIUM--Tanzania and Belgium today signed a 5-year 
maritime agreement on merchant shipping. The signing ceremony took place 
during a news conference in Dar es Salaam. The Belgian minister for foreign 
relations, Mr Leo Tindemanns, signed the agreement for his government while 
Tanzania's foreign minister, Ndugu Salim Ahmed Salim, signed on behalf of 

the Tanzanian Government. Mr Tindemanns left Dar es Salaam for Mwanza 

this afternoon. [Excerpts] [EAO52340 Dar es Salaam External Service in Eng- 
lish 1000 GMT 5 Nov 83] 


CITIZENSHIP FOR REFUGEES--TANZANIA plans to grant citizenship to 10,000 refu- 
gees living in the country by next year after all necessary formalities are 
completed. The Deputy Minister for Home Affairs. Ndugu Hamad Rashid Mohammed, 
told Shihata in Dar es Salaam yesterday that the Government had to scrutinise 
the applications of the refugees before being approved. Last July, the then 
Principal Secretary in the Home Affairs Ministry, Ndugu Julius Matiko, told a 
group of 15 foreign journalists that Tanzania would grant citizenship to refu- 
gees if it was proved they were "Self-sufficient and stable." There are cur- 
rently 200,000 refugees in Tanzania, from Burundi, Rwanda, South Africa and 
Malawi. In 1980, Tanzania naturalised 36,000 Rwandese refugees. [Text] [Dar 
es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 28 Oct 83 p 3] 
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COUNTRY’S ECONOMIC PLIGHT PROFILED 


UPPER VOLTA 


East Burnham ARABIA THE ISLAMIC WORLD REVIEW in English No 26, Oct 83 p 61 


[Article by Ebrahim Moosa: 


{Text | 


upheavals. Sankara’s 
coup ended the nine-month-old regime of 
Major Jean Baptiste Ouedraogo. 

Upper Volta’s coup makers usually 
blame the “adventurous policy” of the 
previous regime, as well as its « Truption, 
for their usurpation. However, no coup 
maker has so far managed ‘v tackle the 
chromic economic plight of the poverty- 
stricken nation. 

In the absence of political reforms, the 
6.8 million Voltaic population can only 
yearn for economic reforms. The presence 
of hundreds of aid missions has not 
alleviated the overwhelming poverty of 
the country. Self-sufficiency in food and 
the possibility of industrial development 
are not immediately foreseeable. 
However, cariy statements by Captain 
Sankara suggest that he is fully aware of 
the scale of the economic difficulties. 

About one per cent of Upper Volta’s 
population are integra into the 
domestic money economy, while more 
than 90 per cent depend on agriculture. 
The relatively high population density on 
habitable land, combined with poor soil 
and lack of productive employment, have 
caused some 500,000 Voitaics to seek 
work in neighbouring Ivory Coast. 
Although they repatriate some $100m 


"Coups, Corruption, Crisis"”] 


annually, this figure is likely to fall in 

coming years. It was estimated in 1977 

that about one million workers from 

U Volta were in other countries of 
est Africa. The annual 

growth is estimated at 2.7 per cent. 

The Ouedraogo regime urged investors 
to take Upper Volta’s interests into 
consideration and ensured the free reign 
of private enterprise in trade and industry. 
Cengaiunte, oan ot in ~y capital, 

, May want to be reassured 
by Captain Sankara’s revolutionary 
council that this state of affairs will 
continue. Upper Volta is a member of the 
Economic munity of West African 
States (Ecowas) and of the francophone 
organisation CEAO, but there is little sign 
that this has benefited the country, which 
remains dependent on foreign aid 
missions and organisations. 

A rural training policy has brought 
about some improvements, but the scope 
for development is limited by unfavour- 
able climate, inadequate water supplies 
and heavy soil erosion. Desert encroach- 
ment from the north is destroying an 
average of six kilometres of ar. “le land a 
year. Major crops are sorghum and millet, 
although rice is also important. 

The country is still battling to overcome 
the ef -cts of the 1977-78 Sahel drought, 
which created a slump in cotton exports. 
Other cash crops are groundnuts, sugar 
and kerite nuts. Livestock produces a 
third of U Volta’s export earnings. 
Stock re is carried out in the thinly 
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populated north, although a large-scale 
programme aimed at developing livestock 
production in the western region is in 


progress. 

Mining is a largely unexploited area of 
the country’s economy - there is 
most important ing is the Poura 
mine, 180 kilometres southwest of 
Ouagadougou. Inefficient mans nt 
led to the closure of the mine in 1966, but 
its re-opening in March 1981 gave rise to 
renewed optimism. Pr is 
expected to start in 1984 and reserves are 
estimated at 23 tonnes of gold. The recent 
discovery of traces of near Poura 
should prolong the of the mine 
substantially. Most of the finance for the 
$100m mine is provided by the Islamic 
Development Bank and French interests. 

Four diamond bearing structures have 
also been identified in the Barsalogo 
and Zabre-Gogo region. Significant 
phosphate deposits, estimated at 80m 
tonnes, have also been discovered in 
Kodjari. Currently, small-scale commer- 
cial exploitation of sulphur, copper, lead 
and nickel are under study. Mining 
development is, however, icapped by 
low world commodity prices. 

Manufacturing accounts for about 14 
per cent of gross domestic product, a 2.3 
per cent growth rate since the 1970s. Food 
processing, and the substitution of 
consumer goods imports, makes the 
largest chunk of this sector. Plants include 
cotton ginneries, a cigarette factory, rice 
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and flour mills, a shoe aaen and a 
bicycle —_. plant. The first and 
largest industrial plant is the textile mill at 
Koudougou. It has a yearly capacity of 500 
tonnes of yarn and 760 tonnes of woven 
material, and uses local cotton supplies. A 
European Investment Bank loan led to 
the establishment of a 40,200 tonne sugar 
refinery at Barfora. 

Like most francophone countries 
Upper Volta has a chronic trade deficit. 

gh no figures have been published 
since 1982, the last known trade deficit 
was CFA francs 56,560m, three times the 
value of exports. Official development 
assistance averages $167.4 million a year, 
One favourable factor is the remittances 
from the country’s emigrants, which offset 
current account payments significantly. 
Meanwhile, Upper Volta’s external public 
debt has remained comparatively low - 
$256 million by 1980 - and its debt service 
burden was 3.8 per cent that year. 

Whatever Upper Volta’s rulers might 
have in mind for the future, one thing that 
makes them uneasy is the definite 
economic ruin they can lead their tect 
to if no preventive measures are adopte 

ion and inefficient management 
are still rampant, 

With most developed countries still in 
recession, belt tightening has le4 to cut 
backs in aid. Tying Upper Volta to the 
economic apron strings of France has 
proved to be a disastrous failure. Can the 
new regime take effective measures to 
reduce this dependence? 
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ZAMBIA 





BRIEFS 


CLASH OVER COPPER SHIPMENTS-~A row is brewing between Zambia and Tanzania over 
the shipping of vital Zambian copper exports through South African harbors. 
Reports from Lusaka say that Zambia has blamed Tanzania for its chronic 
shortage of foreign exchange, because of Tanzania's inability to handle 

copper cargoes shipped to the port of Dar es Salaam via the Tazara Railway. 

It was announced 2 months ago that Zambia would ship its copper exports 
through Southern African harbors to get them to the world market. South 
African officials say that the shipments have now reached double last year's 
level. Tanzanian spokesmen have now accused Zambia of not living up to its 
promise to ship 33,000 tons of copper through Tanzania. They have denied 

that there were delays on the Tazara Railway or that cargoes were being 
stolen. The Tazara Railway is administered jointly by Tanzania and Zamiba, and 
they are responsible for repaying the cost of its construction. [Text] 
[BM030950 Johannesburg International Service in English 0630 GMT 3 Nov 83] 


REGIONAL AIRLINE TALKS~--A 3-man delegation led by the permanent secretary in 
the Ministry of Power, Transport, and Communications, (S.R. Mlegwe), returned 
from Zimbabwe today after holding a board meeting on the defunct Central Afri- 
can Airways Corporation. He pointed out that the revival of the corporation 
would be for the benefit of the member states, as it would involve the pool- 
ing of resources in the operation of air transport. The talks were attended 
by delegates from Malawi, Zimbabwe, and Zambia. [Excerpts] [MB041618 Lusaka 
Domestic Service in English 1800 GMT 3 Nov 83] 
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ZIMBABWE 


RADIO TRUTH DISCUSSES REDUCTION IN UK AID 
MBO71314 (Clandestine) Radio Truth in English to Zimbabwe 0430 GMI 7 Nov 83 
[Station commentary] 


[Text] While Mrs Thatcher has not reduced British aid to Zimbabwe, we under- 
stand that she has called on the Foreign Office to draw up an accurate account- 
ing of Zimbabwe and its leaders. For many years, the Foreign Office viewed 
matters in the former colonies through rose tinted glasses. It helped might- 
Aly to give respectability to such worthies as Idi Amin and Kwame Njuruma, 

not to mention its darling, Julius Nyerere. 


Successive British prime ministers have been forced to make assessments based 
on the faulty and often biased judgments of the Foreign Office. Now, with 

a further term safely before her and following the shakeup in her cabinet, 

Mr Thatcher has called for a non-nonsense assessment of Zimbabwe's so-called 
leadership. To assist in accuracy, she has brought in various of her more 
hard-headed and pragmatic colleagues, and the rumors say that we are all 
going to be surprised at the final report. 


The British Government has always been bedeviled by a biased and self- 
important foreign and commonwealth office that for the first time in years 
now has a worthy foe in Maggie Thatcher. Radio Truth understands that the 
first crack appeared shortly after Lancaster House, when Lord Carrington mis- 
informed Mrs Thatcher on much of the proceedings. Whatever the outcome, if 
the rumor is true, the Foreign Office is in for a major shakeup and Third 
World leeches like ZANU-PF are in for a severe shock. 
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ZIMBABWE 


RADIO TRUIH CITES ANTI-SEMITISM OF HARARE 
MBO71943 (Clandestine) Radio Truth in English to Zimbabwe 0430 GMT 7 Nov 83 
[Station commentary ] 


[Text] With the arrest of Bishop Muzorewa an interesting array of pandoras 
have been released from their boxes. Men such as Zvobgo and Mugabe actually 
served at one time under the bishop when he was head of the long-defunct 
Rhodesian ANC. Mugabe and his henchmen rode on the coattails of the bishop, 
who was even then a moderate, so that they could use him to further their own 
nefarious ends. This situation pertains even today. There are others serv- 
ing the regime, whites in the main, who are being used to lend an air of 
white support to the repressive Harare regime. 


We all know that the root cause of the arrest of the bishop is anti-Semitism. 
Muzorewa dared to go to Israel, and he dared talk on behalf of both Israel 

and South Africa. for this he has been jailed on trumped-up charges that 

he was conspiring with the Israelis to overthrow the regime and its corrupt- 
to-the-core leadership in Harare. We trust that many of the Jewish fraternity 
in Harare see the writing on the wall, that they will see the gathering anti- 
Semitic storm brewing on the horizon. 


Israel is known to be associated in many ventures with South Africa. Thus 
how long will it be before Zimbabwean Jews will fall under suspicion? From 
now on any Zimbabwean Jew who dares travel to either Israel or South Africa 
will be automatically suspect in the madhouse that is racist Zimbabwe. If he 
happens to be a (Landau), he could well find his life and property forfeit 
because of a holiday at the Cape or a business trip to Tel Aviv. This is 
what confronts Zimbabweans, particularly whites, from this moment on, 


If you have been watching the newspapers, instead of just using them to line 
the rubbish bin as they deserve, you may have noticed the growing hatred in 
Harare for Zionism. In keeping with every other totalitarian Marxist state, 
Zimbabwe is becoming increasingly anti-Semitic as a matter of state policy. 
While the regime now says that Israeli passport holders must apply for a visa 
and that each case will be considered on its merits, few Israelis are per- 
mitted entry. Wit'in Zimbabwe itself, Jews are increasingly coming under the 
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spotlight, except for those who are useful for propaganda purposes such as 
(John Landau). These men are useful provided they toe the ideological line 
in Harare, because they provide a shop window of seeming acceptance of Jews. 
But the real sting in the tail comes from Harare's attitude to Israel gen- 
erally, and if all the whites are now hostages in Zimbabwe, Jews are even more 
so. The twilight years are coming to Zimbabwe, and it will pay every white, 
though particularly Jews, to can the horizon for the storm warnings. 
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ZIMBABWE 


RADIO TRUTH CALLS FOR U.S.-UK INTERVENTION 
MB041026 (Clandestine) Kadio Truth in English to Zimbabwe 0430 GMT 4 Nov 83 
[Station commentary] 


[Text] We learned withsorrow of the arrest of Bishop Abel Muzorewa at his 
home in Harare on Monday afternoon. The news has also shocked the world, if 
only because the bishop is leader of his church in Zimbabwe, head of the 
United African National Council, a respected democrat, and former prime min- 
ister. 


We challenge the regime to show real proof of the bishops complicity in any 
crime while in Israel, or to produce any evidence to reveal conspiracy. 


Radio Truth, speaking on behalf of democratic Zimbabweans, also calls on 

what is left of the so-called free world to recognize the Harare regime for 
what is it and to act. We demand action from Britain, America, and West 
Germany, and we demand it now in the names of democracy, liberty, and freedom. 
If the West fails to act at this moment, it will be another proof to the world, 
and to the Eastern Bloc in particular, that the West is incapable of stand- 
ing up for its beliefs. If Britain can act in the Falklands and America can 
act in Grenada, the two together can act in Zimbabwe. We demand such action 
be taken and taken immediately on behalf of the oppressed peoples of Zimbabwe 
who also deserve their right to democracy, liberty, and life. 


The arrest of the bishop reveals the depth of militant dictatorship now thread- 
ing through the mainstream of life in Zimbabwe. It also reveals the depth of 
party-state amalgamation now under way in Harare. Freedom is dying in 
Zimbabwe, and it is the fault of the British Government alone that the situa- 
tionhas reached these depths. Britain engineered the massacre at Lancaster 
House and then accepted with grace the plaudits of the communist bloc in the 
Thitd World states for having rid itself of the thorn in its flesh. But at 
what expense to the British taxpayer and to the liberty loving soul of the 
British nation was this thorn removed. 


Rhodesia and Zimbabwe-Rhodesia had their faults, but Zimbabwe has compounded 
these faults a thousand-fold and almost made of them virtues. A new age of 
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darkness is descending upon Zimbabwe, and it is going the way of so many other 
former colonial successes warped by the British. If Mrs Thatcher is the 
patriotic English women she professes to be, here is her chance to make up 
for many past mistakes. 


There are more than 100,000 whites of British descent in Zimbabwe. There are 
thousands of blacks who have served the British Government in one capacity 
or another. Thousands of men, black and white, served Britain in her wars. 
Thousands mo12 are practicing Christians taught at British mission schools. 
Bishop Abel Muzorewa is one of the latter. Now is the chance for Britain to 
make amends and to repay all these old loyalties ard debts. 
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ZIMBABWE 


BRIEFS 


ZANU-PF OFFICAL DISMISSED--The (?provincial) chairman of ZANU-PF'’s Matabeleland 
South Province, Comrade (John Mbezi), has been removed from office for embez- 
zling party funds and usurping powers of other executive members of the party. 
Announcing this yesterday, the party's national organizing secretary, Comrade 
Maurice Nyangumbo, who is also minister of mines, said he had removed (Mbezi) 
because of a series of misdeeds he had committed. Comrade Nyangumbo was ad- 
dressing a rally at (Esithandwini), in Matatbeleland South. He said the 
former chairman had used party funds illegally without consulting the provin- 
cial treasurer, and he had taken over the use of all party vehicles. Com- 
rade Nyangumbo also said Comrade (Mbezi) tried to force people to join the 
party through intimidation, using witchcraft. However, the minister said the 
former chairman is free to contest the provincial elections to be held on 
Saturday and Sunday next week. [Text] [MBO71011 Harare Domestic Service in 
English 1115 GMT 6 Nov 83] 


ZANU-PF RECRUITMENT DRIVE PLANS--The minister of legal and parliamentary af- 
fairs, Comrade Eddison Zvobgo, has announced plans for a major recruitment 
campaign by ZANU-PF. Comrade Zvobgo was addressing district officials of the 
Women’s League, Harare Province, at (Sadatt) hall in Nbare yesterday. He said 
the campaign will include the publication of educational pamphlets, posters, 
and one million T-shirts, and would be undertaken by publicity secretaries 

and other office bearers. Comrade Zvobgo urged every 7.:NU-PF member to take 
part in the exercise, saying party discipline, songs, and slogans will con- 
tribute to the strength of the party. On social misfits arrested by the police 
recently, the minister said they would be rehabilitated to make them more 
productive in society. [Text] [MBO71034 Harare Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 7 Nov 83] 


HARARE'S ATTITUDE ON GRENADA SCORED--[Station commentary] We note that Zimbab- 
we was one of three very pro-communist countries to attack the United States 

at the United Nations for its invasion of the island of Grenada. Coming on 

top of the row with America over the downing by Russia of the South Korean 
airliner, it is any wonder that America is considering stopping aid to Harare? 
After all, Grenada is very much within America’s sphere of influence, and 
events in the Windward Islands, of which Grenada is a part, could affect 
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America’s vital oil supply lines. But what has Grenada to do with Zimbabwe? 
Aside from the fact of the two countries’ mutual ideological outlook and 
their membership of the commonwealth, they have absolutely nothing in common. 
They are not trading partners, they have no treaties, and they are far from 
being neighbors. But none of these considerations have stopped our leaders 
from rushing in where angels fear to tread and issuing loud and lengthy con- 
demnations of the United States. As we said before, is it any wonder America 
is well on the way to dropping its aid program to Harare? [Text] [MBO71254 
(Clandestine) Radio Truth in English to Zimbabwe 0430 CMT 7 Nov 83] 


ZIMBABWE-TANZANIA COMMISSION ENDS SESSION--The second session of the Zimbabwe- 
Tanzania Joint Permanent Commission has ended in Harare with the signing of 
agreed minutes. The minutes were signed by the minister of finance, economic 
planning, and development, Comrade Bernard Chidzero, and the Tanzanian min- 
ister of state for planning and economic affairs, Professor Kighoma Malima. 
The session discussed cooperation in a number of fields, including agriculture, 
Manpower resources, trade, and tourism. The two sides agreed on an increase 
in the volume of trade between Zimbabwe and Tanzania. In mining, it was 
agreed that journals and publications should be excha»ged and coal to Tanzania 
continue to be export’: through the Zimbabwe Mineral M ~keting Corporation. 
The commission also suggested that formal agreements F- signed in television, 
radio, news agencies, and newspapers. [Text] [MB041403 Harare Domestic Ser- 
vice in English 1115 GMT 4 Nov 83] 


CSO: 3400/204 - END - 
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